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FROM WAR TO PEACE 
HOW? 


THE ARMISTICE PEACE, 1919 


DUKE OF BEDFORD 

CORRESPONDENCE 


Last nionlli ue jiublislicd, in llic form of an 
interview, a full statement of the Luke of 
I>Cflfor(]'s position on Pacifism, Civil Lihertv. 
C/onscientious Objectors, 'fotal Disarmament, 
and the need for a Lhiited Pacifist-Socialist 
Movement of (Opposition to the Churchill 
(rovernment. 

The Duke explained that he would take his 
seat in the I louse of I.ords only with the supjiort 
of the workini^ class and the avowed 'pacifist 
elements in society, as an enemy of war and 
fioverty. 

The interview, and the Duke’s article. Soviet 
Russia : /\ Sane yieia, caused great interest. 
'I'he issue had a very big circulation, and desiiite 
sever;^ la^oriiitings. is out of print. Many orders 
uoi be executed. Readers have inundated 
us with letters. I'hese have come from all classes 
and types. We have deemed it (;ur duty t<» 
jmblish some of these letters, even though the 
fact of so driing compels us to hold over inter¬ 
esting aiul important essays. 'fhe fate of 
civilisation is in the balance and the opinion of 
every citizen who thinks at this lime of crisis 
is jirecious and ought to be known. )’our f^pinion 
and your counsel are invited. I'roni war to 
peace—and to rral Social Peace throughout the 
world—how? To each reader we say: Com- 
raile, think, speak, act! 1-et your voice l»e heard ! 
What must be done? Say. 

f)car .-\ldred,- 1'his is splendid, the Augu-^t. 
1P41. fPon/. 

'Fhc Duke and yrni are starling out strongly 
and clearly on your (ircat Camp rcju. I would 
like definitely to join you and am drawing uy a 
projxisal U) send to you shortly for consideration. 

In our (ireal and Desi)cralely Immediate 
Cause of Socialism and Peace. 

^'out•s Sincerely, 

W. .\I. TP.APi:. 

, liournenuiuth, August 7. 

'^tThe Rev. W. M. Teape’s career was outlined in 
June “ Word.” Scholarship and the study of "The 
Secret Lore of India” brought him to Socialism 
and Anti-Militarism.— Ed.] 


Dear Sir, - d luive great sympathy with most 
of the views expres.se<I by both the Duke aiul 
NT>nrself in the interview ^vhich you publish in 
the August issue of '/hr Word. Particularly 
ini|)ortant. as it seems to me, is the advocacy ot 
a I nited Of^prisition oi critical analysis and 
peace, cmnprisiiig all the tridy Socialist and the 
pacifist movements: but sin h an ()pposition 
wotihl ideally be international in scope, and it is 
in this regard that the Duke’s reading of the 
dltialion arising Irom the lighting in Russia 
becomes especially .significant, I have alvvHy*^ 
held that man is not so inhuman that, if siiHi 
< ientlv *'tirrcd. his humanitarian feelings will not 
come tippd-mosl: and we hotdd be foolish 


IS THE COMING PEACE TO BE 
THE SAME 



!v. v; uiiici <. : ri i.' 7 '^f'ur. hme 

The above prophetic cartoon wai not appreciated when It appeared in ' The Spur ” in 
June 1919. It was drawn by our then C.O. comrade, Henry Bernard, and has proven 
to be a correct prophetic comment on the Versailles Treaty, Many persons wore horrified 
at our suggestion that that Peace was no peace. Time has vindicated the cartoonist 
and condemned his complacent Imperialist critics. Wc reproduce it to-day as a challenge 
and a question. Is the 1919 Peace to be repeated? Are we to be thrilled by more 
inooKcry? Or are wc to end war and violence for all time? The question it one f.alling 
lor the wise and determined decision of every good citlien of the world. YOU mint 
(Icoidu as well as YOUR neighbour, who is your more enemy ol the moment, but your 

neighlxiur for all time. 
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i;ii:lh(M‘- avc more ami more arelima 

11 - <1 m ihu ■oimlry. 1 Iwve no ^real belief in 
Me y.e.-;,bllltle^. of i.olitieal aelion until there is 
a laduMi -hanyt-’ in the cnmtnnn altiimUa and 
iK’lioM' :hai whai is w anti-el • • 


I.iltlcljeerejui^h, \ 11:411 >! l.>. 

r.S. I u .• de*ii:ili(*n n».vaiaK ihv ia« i 

(>t {nneliu iiiL; .iiid iniMiAiini* ///•’ H >f if in la i u- 
nilitMi ()1 il-' valiK* ilif ♦■an«M. tn psaea*. 


fWe are grateful to the Rev. C. Gaskoll lor his 
consistent support anil words oi cheer in ihe struggle 
tc end the enme of militarism and violence. Ho 
has teen a subscriber to “ The Word *' almost from 
the beginning, and he hat: waved aside thoologioal 
differences, tc concentrate on the critical need of 
loyally to pacihsin and humanity. He identifies 
Christianity with tolerance as a human need and 
right, and the redemption of humanity Irom the 
reign of violence and destruction. Fd.i 


1 )e:n Mr. \ldr*d. rii.'mKs -<• niiudi inr llu* 
Idler and I'ni the liUM;ituri‘ ynii so kindly mmU. 
riiL- 1 )ukc •»{ I’.i-diOrd is a porsinial friend m 
mine. \\i* ^vll<) want In ^axe Ininianiiy l»i-f(»ri- 
ii i-. Hm. late nui>I l»c lioM Int^ellK r in ronii.'ulc 
ahip. 

Winrs fiaicrnally. 

W. K( )\V1. \\l) J( )Nk.S. 


St. I liUla’s \ icarai^e. 

IX*nl«>n. A111411SI IS. 

[The Rev. W. Rowland Jones has vjrilten a chall¬ 
enging work, *' Let's Try Reality.” This is 
lished by Allen and Unwin. A review will be pub¬ 
lished of it in an early issue.—Ed. i 


Thanks for pa])cr. I have had correspoiulcnce 
at times uilh the Duke of I’cdtord. lie mii>l 
he iiri^ed i(» leadershii). I ani wriliiy^ him my.-elf 
and hope others will also. 

1 am recommendini^ your paper as I think you 
recognise that Church c(nihl do a good work il 
it were not subservient to the State and \c^ted 
interests. Some of us are trying to help from 
within and at any rate ret use to Ik* identilied 
with the present negation i>i Christianity—prin- 

.ipio sHKI'.WSlirKV^ 


lUirv St. I'Ainnmds. August 20, 1941. 
rha Rev. A. K. Shrewsbury is rector of Chevinglon. 
We endorse his comments. The Church ought 
to be subservient to vested interests. In 
the'past teachers of Christianity were opposed to 
• •sury, vjar, and exploitation. Christianity had a 
dofinite message of emancipation and social justice 
for all mankind and did not believe m 
frontiers. The Church has sold its birthright. This 
cannot be tolerated. The pulpit should 
centre of culture and brotherhood, of 'P^®snty and 
democratic social service. Its canons • > 

noiincc cannons.—Ed, 


litiiaturi- iiiou^»h. d lu- fact that llillcrisiu in 
eludes omc of the * >^cnllal chanycv inatti i iii 
^)cial iu.‘’licc is vci\ iinpU;; ant fen* llu* enn 
1 m* 1 i.‘v.. iv., • f I • • crvalivc; hul this do.* not nu-an that oIIut* 

h Ciim dv^^ 'v-mk-.l . svin.ally u. .Mivinp^ who lu-lii-vc in ihc c.cntial changes have anv 

hii.li.mil>. A. ,,H- ..•imc timo ;i m;m likr ilu- allinity «ilh iIiom- wIh. usi- bad mean., l., a. bieer 

only :i small portion oi the g«>od end*. 

^ c>. mile- we ;iri* to regard \\<»nh ;ir, just 
emotional noise, to call a disliiignislied geiith* 
man vvho is a pacilisl (in tlu* true and full 
mc.'ining of iliai word) a'pro l*'as( isi \y a lim* 
I out I iliution tij llu* campaign lor higger and 
belter irimclicrms. 


, , ■ ' . ....V III.,,I III 

Duke :*t l.ediord yan. 1 .un sure, pl.ay an ctVet 


tAi p.iit in giving ;i leatl to publie opinioti. 
kacihsl ojiinlon in P.aili.'uncnl seems an cntirclv 
negligible force :it the mnmenl : 1 e:m only liope 
that the Duke will incre.ase its strength hv taking 
his stand as a spokesman on its hehalf in llu 
I biiu i of I .ords. 


'N’our- faithfiillv, 

.SIDXIA' .SlM'.Xi 1 *.K 
( Minister, llope Street ( I 'niiarian) 
( hurch, 1 .iverpool j. 
l.iverpool, .\ugust 2 d. 


blear Mr. Aldred, Ignoring all the aecusa- 
lioiis m.'ule hy irrespoiisihle peisoiis against the 
Duke of I led ford, I would like to comineiil upon 
your inlere.siing ami reve.'ding inlervi«w with 
iiim. In lhes(f times il is not easy even lor the 
professional jihilosoplier fully to delme his 
political ami intellectual position. < )hvioUsly, the 
Duke of lied ford has llx/uglu out a policy based 
up(»u reason, .and has. through stress and sirile, 
coiisislintl) striven to maintain il, 4 'he fact 
that he was one of the signatories to an 
w.ir manifesto as far hack ar 


'I 'l my mind tlu Duke answers all critics by 
l»n.vlng whole liearted pacilism with iii- geiurou*, 
otter to be the voice oi a minoritv in the Hou-e 
OI Lords. I'.ven the lllimps dumld be grateful 
t(» the Duke for ihi-. remimler dial an l-.nglidu 
man can undertake the respr>nsibilities oi hi- 


belief and 


and pfisiiion without thought or hope of 
I'll agurandiseinent. 


personal aggrandisement. 

Sincerely. 

OSWALD llI..\Kl’.<TOX. 
.Ashburton, .\ugust 22 . 


c;ir~I wa.s t;rcally inlcrestcd in llic nilcrvicw 
tviih the Duke of r.aiford which you 
,n the August is>ue of The Word. I '-ou <1 . kc 
III as a Christian minister Iio\v iinmeiisclr 
.pi.reciate the Stand which the Duke has taken 
J. coiisistentlv on l.ehalf ot Christian lu-.nu Ic. 

I am aware that many sincere t nristians d ly 
from me, but personally I cannot see how it > 
i„)ssi!.lc to conihiiie a devotion to the spirit and 
leachini' of the Xazareiie with a I'ursuil ol the 
seav of war. The incompatibility beiomcs 
ic'bas iLdv eviilent as the war becomes more 
I tter n.^ntore ruthless. The Prime ^ 

speech of [uly I4th with its (luite o)icii and 

*J * .li Ol tht‘ siuril (d viiulii 

r ■ I si ere ciristia who have 
11 e war to re-consider .heir |.osilioii. 
lTm"(iuite sure that the Duke is riuht when he 
lb t - 'IS time ernes on, the disastrous con- 
says that as y’y - ,vill become 

aSrenf, . . b! tbe tinihinkinf^ of litiman 

"f r (be DiikeC altilu.le to llie (piestion 

I beheve llu. Dtiuyi ,,.„sisleiil. 


[intu 

ld.^2 pruves this. 

it is |>n»bably true to say di.at the Duke’s 
bacifusm i.; no more than an •outgrowth -of his 
C’hristianilv; il is a necessary, hul subsidiary 
tiling. 'I'he main object of the Duke’s intellec¬ 
tual (juesl lias been to discover how, in society, 
be can implement his spiritual findings. 'Ihe 
Duke is a progressive ( hristiaii, a relormer 
rallier than a moralist. He believes (and no 
modern lliinker worthy -ol the name could con¬ 
clude otherwise) that ethics, religion, cannot \tQ 
separated from the political and social life of 
Man. This fact is an integral one. People wIk) 
have in 'he jiasl failed to ajipreliend where in 
fact the Duke of Tied ford doe.s stand, should 
reflect upon his statement concerning the relation 
(jf religion to society. The Duke, quite logically, 
has allempled to bring his religii^in into the social- 
ecor.omic sphere to purify and rc-inyigorate that 
sphere. Probably, like many Socialists, he can¬ 
not envisage any other positive urge which will 
effectively resist the Fa.scist cludlenge. Chris- 
tianitv as seen by such progressives must cease 
to be the blind instrument of privilege and bc- 
ctiine creative of Cjoodii.o.s, Truth and l)caul\. 
Mere is the core of this man’s faith, and let him 
who will condemn it. 

In respect of the suggested opposition to the 
(blnirchill group it is netessary to exercise care 
in defining what shajie that opiiosilion shall take. 
Per.sonallv I cannot actively and directly oppose 
C hurchill n(nc, although 1 am not in agreement 
with his poliev. The Duke of I’edtord lread> 
as warily as I do nic.-^elf. He would lead opposi¬ 
tion to another Versailles. Most ])hilo.sophers 
and intellectuals would h= ready to ioin in such 
a crusade. 1 would place what literary and 
inlelleclual ability I may iiossess, at the dispo.sal 
of such a cause working for the redemption ol 
man. 

A'A>urs ever, 

1*. \V. M.AKTIX. 

Peaworthy, Devon, Augii.^^l 21. 


Dear Sir. In tiie slatcmcnl of your interview 
with the Duke of lieilford on the subject of the 
present War and the need tor its speedv tennina- 
lion, and for a hold drive for a better iinder- 
slainling among the .Xaiions of the l•*artll. refer¬ 
ence is made to the Duke being a ( hrisiian, ami 
it is suggested that he .should lliercfore receive the 
supfjorl of ( hrislian liodies, especially that of the 
Keligious press. Put we-all know how in ihese 
days of war the Keligious press has surrendered 
.the lirsl princijjles i/f true Christianity, and that 
largely our Churches of all denominations have 
allied iheni.selves with the war-mongers. ( )f 
course, there are exceptions, hut these excej>tion> 
are too few to wield any suhslanlial intluencc with 
the masses of Religionists in the country. 

The minds of the l*eoplc to-day are far re- 
nu»ved from things Religious excejil when thi! 

• lia.nd of death comes near. The War is the 
concerr- of our fellow-citizens, be thev Kefi^ion 
ists or .secularists. I think, the.i tore, o.al the 
Duke cr.*jlci reach the People more eltcai elv Mn*l 
with speed were he tirsl of all to take his Seat in 
the House of Lords. 1 feel sure that the jircss 
would give him due puhlicily. This first steji 
would, to my mind, reveal to the People that here 
was one man courageous and firm enough to voice 
the mind of hundreds of thousands of others. 
One docs not knew how long this War is to last. 
.Xone but the most foolish will say that (icrinany 
will collapse as .she collaj).<ed at the last W'ar. And 
as there is absolutely no comparison helween the 
last War and this War. only a hold stroke by a 
man of position and standing can pos.sibly <ave 
the situation and lead to the avoidance of a pro¬ 
longed W’ar with its futile run of disaster and 
death. 


Dear Mr. Aldred.—Alter readini; .'/Vie Word's 
interview with the Duke of Bedford. I wmdd 
like lo remark that those who accuse the Duke 
of heiiik" iiro-hascisl have found a very ttooi way 
plavii'k' llillei's name. \.ei them read any 
brand'of paper to discover wlial Hitler thinks 
of gentlemen in public „ositions who hold 
n-icihst views. It won't rake them lonn to dis- 
Sci irthev don't know it already-that the 
attempt to discredit such a man as the Duke ot 
Sr 1 is an attempt to rid Hitler .. one more 
op 1 ilnent. And a.ty'way. mv dear I'dinm, rs ttot 
the iiersecution of those who dtsanree with us 
mere Hitlerism? 


Uress 


L-I K I I in'- ■ .. . ^ 

riood Heavens! there is no po^sdde excuse tor 
cot. fusing pacifism with fasesm. Ihere is 


Vnu .suggest that the .Socialist and Pacifist 
Mfivement should conclude an alliance to cud the 
War. Put where are the Socialists.' A ou must 
know that true and honest Socialists to-day are 
as scarce as eggs. The Socialists, so-called, who 
contrf)! the luxiy of workers in the country, arc 
now in the pay of the war-mongers, and it is in 
their interests that the Duke of Pediord Ik? kept 
down. Hence 1 feel that the Duke will rettuire 
lo act on his own. knowing that lie has the moral 
and all other kind of support which thou.sands 
of the meantime silent citizens can give him. 

The urgency of the matter den'M-^nds that 
Aelion lake place at once. With the Duke of 
Pedford before the public eye and ear. and with 
The IVnnf and such organs driving ahead the 
Cause for which the Duke sjicaks. the People 
are hound in time to make hearty response. IV.r 
the present .Administration at We>tminsler. 
espcciallv now that it has proved its inotimtie- 
icnce and impotence liy the iiublicaliiin of the 
Churchill-Roo.sevelt ” Scrap of Pajicr.” seems lo 
be on the i)oint of committing suicide. The only 
wav lo avoid this is for il to die a natural death. 
The Duke can elTcct this in the Lord.***. 

A’ours fralernallv. 
ALKXAXDl'.R RA TCLli-PK. 
Pearsden. August VI PHI. 

I Mr. A. Ratcllfte is the well-known editor of the 
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hc°ha«*hl^pn Since the outbreak of war 

He hnirtc H ^ anti-war and anti-militariat. 

^ Christian ought not to uphold war 
ana ail its horrors and crimes. Ed.J 

Dear Mr. .Mdreil, I simply had to write and 
tell you h(»w enjened 1 am to hnd the Duke of 
liedford’^ interview with you. in 77/t* ll^oni, 
and his splendid siigj'estion* that he should lead’ 
a genuine |>cace movement. 1 can think of no 
more suilahle man to do so. He seems to possess 
every (|ualitieation needed. The great thing will 
tx.* to gilt her together all the true peace-seekers 
to support him thiough thick and thin. 

The j»resent apology for freedom of speech 
and thought liampers one consideralily. hut 1 <lo 
hope the Duke will really gel started soon. 1 
only wish that I may he .able to do something 
tangible to help. 

I thoroughly appreciate your paper and work. 
1 feel it is so remarkable that, holding your own 
religious views as you do, you are broad-minded 
enough to appreciate the Christian point of view 
so fully. 

\\ ith all good wishes, your sincerely, 

OlXiA PIKF.. 

Llandudno. .August 13. 1941. 

Dear ('omrade. W hat can we say but “thanks 
and thanks” ! A very active W’allascy worker 
for various social causes said last night that she 
liad been puzzling and puzzling who could be 
got. (Others must have been thinking strenuously 
too as you will of course know. It seemed to me 
that at last you had got the driver at the wheel, 
tootcfi the horn and gently moved the bus on 
a bit to waken the wcjuld be passengers or make 
them would be passengers. One can work on 
that. I was very much perturbed to read that 
the paper may have to be discontinued for want 
of funds. We owe so much to The Word and 
yet somehow do not come to its aid when it is 
required. The enclosed is a mere nothing, but 
4 >erhaps every nothing helps! 

With regard to an Opposition, T wonder why 
so many Speak of things being impossible, when 
all one needs to know beforehand is if the thing 
is right and needecl. Tt seems impossible to 
come across one person who has courage and 
faith to say. “ It is needed, and therefore, we 
shall undoubtedly find the ways and means to 
it.” 

W’ith congratulations and best wishes. 

'N'ours sincerely, 

AGXRS MACKAY. 
Liverpool. Augu.st 14. 


Dear Friend,-«-The August Word was magni¬ 
ficent. I felt happy for the first lime for many 
months. J hope the Labour and Socialist move¬ 
ments will respond to the Duke's splendid 
declaration of his willingness to lead us. May 
that day soon dawn. 

It is wonderful to hear the circ^ation of The 
Word is rising, but 1 wish you had a big up-lo- 
dale machine and .stacks of paper. Put your 
work will |)rospcr, all the same, f will just 
thank you again for your humane and enlightened 
work. 

Yours fraternally, 

DOROTHY HOLMS, 

[Widotu of Captain John T. Holms, M.C., of 
^ the Regular Army). 

Rath, August 19. 

Dear Mr. Aldred.— Please find enclosed my 
annual subscription to The Word. 

\V(i in our home are very interested regard¬ 
ing the interview given by the Duke of Bedford 
for this month's issue. Tt would indeed be a 
splendid thing if he took his stand in the House 
of I->ords as the spokesman of iHe Socialist 
Pacifists, whose greatest desire is to see a better 
order of things in this and every land. Ifaving 
known many kinds of .sorniw myself, I can reach 
out to all my fellow-creatures with an under¬ 
standing mind and heart, for whatever country 
we lx;long we are all the .same. I do ho|)e you 
will have many more subscribers to you jqiirnal, 
it is so refreshing to read. 

Wlieii mv husltand and I were travelling in 


«la.l ... ,...narks .4a Iw 

I-ross. sn.-h a.: ' l)„os .he ,,Ll4 •’,"l 

man in tl,.. "'"'I' "'.it the 

change of front ic-t;ar<|ii,^ 'll 

4eS'4.i4/‘c!u.:'‘'’"K- 

As for the IVi.nc Ministc.-s snccch last Si... 

Sth''"’".'"'’'! 'h<-- ciTiSn 

I .nth >hould be brought into thi< * • 

shutKlt.rT wliicl. is swccihn,. u" woH.I. 

Voiirs faithfully, 

( Mrs.) AL1CI-: fJOODRJCK. 
Mamhester, August 28, 1941. 

Many thanks for The 

L / ' ‘I" congratulate you upon 

he hilt magazine (or periodical?) you turn out 
both as rcgar.ls the matter, and the satisfying 
quantity oi it as compared with the rather 
scrappy sheets so comiiton at present—also the 
good print and general form. 

r also have no interest in theology, sectarian¬ 
ism or orthodo.x religion, which is so largelv 
a sham and convention, with little true belief. 
I don’t believe in an antliroi)omorpliic (iod. 

r sincerely hope that pacifist, socialist, and 
other hkely bodies or movements will continue 
and request the Duke of Bedford to become 
leader ot a movement towards Peace and sanity. 
It seems time that some delinite move and 
iisetul action was put into operation to offset the 
demoniac character of official activities and 
motives, especially as the “war” situation mav 
soon develop inti) a deadlock. Please record mv 
agreement with that cause, if that is any help. ' 
Amours sincerely, 

J. C. PACiF. 

Winchcombe. August 19. 


i: 


l>c‘ace c.nise Tin. . m a common 

V.itirs faithfully, 

K. J.'st ur i rox, 

Uiulon, \^8. August 25. 

of'th4w.'. ^''I'.c-; 

.. re uf“th libc to know 

o sc^i. ■/■■ V. . and ha.l 

not seen / he IVonl k-forc. 

VV .1 -I 1-. M,\I<T1\. 

Weybndge, 13/8/41. 

Inv!—~l waul to Miggesl that you 
magmhcenl gathering grcnuid f(>r the 
‘»rces oi pacifism and sanity in The ll'ord. You 
J'Hght insert a statement of what we are after, 
and say ihal the response to the current issue 
OI I he II ord makes you believe that those who 
Maud tor jieace and those who siaiwl for 
. ocialism. Ill opposition to war and militarism, 
could agree j)i<jbablv on common action against 
the criminal futility of all this bloodsheil; that 
world peace and rea.son wants the biggest army 
m the world to whiiess for it, an army of 
lliought, vision, and understanding: an armv 
moving towards the establishment of peace and 
justice; and that all who realise this need should 
send their names to The Word, and so make, and 
keep in. contact. * 

More and More. 1 feel it is needed to get all 
the.se different movements of j^eace and Socialism 
together at this time of crisis. I believe that is- 
where the Duke oi TTedford could plav an impor¬ 
tant part. He coukl lie a reconciler of the forces 
that must make a coalition for peace, just as 
other forces have made a coalition for war. I 
am very keen to gather all the separate move¬ 
ments of peace that would save the world but 
for their divisions and watertight compartments, 
into one powerful movement. So Mav It Grow. 

A'ours Sincere!V, 

A*. RUTH h'RY. 

Thorpeness. August 13. 

[Miss Fry has sent us her important work. “ Firry- 
man*s Affair. A‘Idea for a Sane Peace," published at 
Is. Od., by .Xndrew Bakers, Ltd., London. We propose 
to review this work at length in next issue. Meantime 
comrades can order it direct. Is. 3d., post free, from 
the publishers, or through this othce.—Ho ] 


Dear Comrade,—I would like to express, as a 
reader of The Word, and a member of the 
P.I^.L. and the I.L.P., my approval of your pro¬ 
posal that the Duke of Bedford should be the 
Xalional \'oicc of an allied Socialist and Pacifist 
Movement, and would give all the support I 
could. 

Yours fraternally, 

CUTHBFRT LEIGH. 

Ivcswick, August 15. 


I.)ear Sir,—We have been told by the M.O.f. 
that we are fighting to bring into the world a 
new policy of social justice. We are told also 
that such a policy must come from the people 
as part of this war effort. Because of these 
.statements I welcome the interview you publish 
with the Duke of Bedford. 

Those who lead nations in wars and the 
campaigns of hate that belong to war are not 
suited to prepare the way for peace. We have 
no Minister of l^eace existing in War Cabinets 
side by side with the Ministers lor War. That 
is because it is considered impossible to explore 
the paths of peace whilst pursuing the course of 
war. Hence those who are prominent in war 
are, with rare exception, not the best type to 
promote i)cace. War blunts their understanding 
for the tasks of peace establishment. There is 
a need for someone opposed to war, and out¬ 
standing as a champion for peace, to arise, and 
to take the lead. \Ve need such a representative 
exponent to define his position now. 

Such a man must be outside of all existing 
|>arties or grouping.s. He must possess the spirit 
oi statesmanship so as to be able to effect unity 
of working between the groups. He must be 
aide to challenge the suggestion of sordid 
careerism. He must be above the suspicion of 
political interest. 

Your interview with the Duke of Bedford 
makes me ask : Is he the man? He has certainly 
'opposed his own class for many years and 
championed the cau.se of .social justice. When 
the pre-war chamiiions of jieace became silent 
in the dangerous days of War, he as.serted his 
faith in peace and the need to establish jK^ace 
by negotiation and round-table discussion. 

The interview may cause many pcoj)le to write 


Dear Comrade Aldred.—I attach great imjxjrt- 
ance to your interview with the I>ukc of Bed¬ 
ford. and heartily endorse all. you say of him. 
There can be absolutely no doubt about the 
necessity of a Churchill opposition, and if the 
Duke is prepared to lie the voice of this oi)i>osi- 
tion in the House of Lords then we should rally 
all the support for him that is possible. 

The Duke, unfettered by party platform, free 
from the bureaucracy of iiarliameniary parly 
executives and possessed of a mind imimpaireil 
by the cancerous growth of careerism, is well 
worthy of the support of all those who love 
Democracy, and who believe in the ultimate 
triumj)h of Truth and ITcedom. 

I'erhaps it will be possible to arrange for a 
meeting, at which the r>uke would sj)cak? 

W'ith best wishes, vours fraternallv. 

Kl-X BRYAX. 

(‘aldecote. 15/tS/41. 


l>ar Comrades.—The .August issue of The If ’crrf is 
the most inspiring i-^suc of any Socialist paper that I 
have come across in \\*ar-tiine I want to <uppori the 
Duke of HedfordA plea for a combination of SrK'iahsts 
and Pacifistin a C'hurchill Opixivition and Peace 
campaign. 

1 was until recently Secrclarx of the Brighton M. P. 

I have now Income an Anarchist an<l have left the 
Partv (which, however, 1 ^till regard with great 
ailmiration, but feel that parly and j*arliamentaiy 
politics are out of date). .As a t .O. given N.C.^.C- by 
the .Appelate Tribunal. I have refused to attend 
medical, and await arrest These personal details arc 
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the y‘vTjnnuj!»*-’ Patty, hut wo mu'l have- initiative aiul 
lilo, w hi.'ll 1 ^ iaikiU; m ihf l.ahoiii Pai'l\, 1 radi* 
l im.*r\N ati*I i * nu Ai inam. In -ellin.o out to 

tho oau>i“ oi «lvaii- iiUiVciitont■<, lunlt uj' hy the 

worker-, as oxpri -ion- ^ r wairkes-* proy,it--, liav«* 
dc-lroyoi] tluni^clvo- Kadn. i- a new indium tliat 
cannot he capture.I until wa liavt -i .'ured a p.»wt riul 
minority inlluonci »)ur nK--a^e must -trike home, 
until then, iiatm evciy t.ihei jx.-sihle auj’U' P mu-t he 
t»n everyone s tongue, iri'in hreaktast tiim* until niftlit' 
tall, and ailM’ It must he luuie.st. clear, tearless. 
opii’m:-iic No trick-! N'*/*[’ tactics tliis time We 
do nc>t want aiuuher Petiple - C onveutitui larce, anothei 
shadow oiyani-ation for a polilit'al party. 

A more Churchill oppi>siliou is n(»l enough 
( hurchill might ho ojipositl yet not merely hy a paci- 
tisi and a Socialist movement seeking the peace of the 
worhl, but hy a new patriotic natitnudist movement, 
osletisihly Socialist, almost aggressively relortnisi, tlial 
will reveal itself later as a Pritish form (if hascism. 
We must not oppose Churchill onlv unwillingly to help 
the rival leaders of some such movement to power. 

I do not mean that the Prilish Cnion of I'ascisls will 
recover from being outlawed. 1 think that aulpcracy 
may he ushered in hy some purhlind, careerist trade 
union leaders. Cnless we preserve hereely civil rights, 
as the I hike of Pedford says, serious dangers con¬ 
front us and the whole oi the world’s workers. Pecaiise 
of these dangers, 1 lind (iuy .Mdred’s interview vvith 
the Duke of Pedford, and his comments, of vital 
im]>ortance. Nt'w is the time to act. h/ach ol us 
must he willing tiv play his part, jo accomplish team¬ 
work for the salvation of mankind from utter misery 
and tlcsolatiou. 

There are matiy people in this country who could 
iTome together for such a purpose—Lord Ponsonby. 
lames ^laxton. John McCiOvern, henner Prockway. 
khys Davies. Middleton .Murray. Stuart Morris. Sir 
Hugii Robertou, Hiigli MeDiarmid, I’hnry.s .llughei», 
1 >r. Salter, Ethel Mannin, etc. 

As a fmal suggestion, I would like to a.sk the editor 
to reserve one or more pages as a' forum for the 
iirgetu iliscussion of the important issues raised by the 
Duke of Pedford. 1 would ask him to reprint from 
otlier journals ot jirogress, iiacitism, and socialism, 
comments and contributions. I-Ct us bring together, 
rapidly and usefully, with a view to definite conclusion, 
all the ideas and proposals that we can collect. Let ns 
build a volnmeer army of thought, struggle, and 
emancipation, l.ct ns have light and understanding. 

I would close with a tribute to John Morlcy and 
his family. W’c need more like yon nand your sons, 
John. 

ITaternallv in The Struggle, 

V. W. JF.FKIKS.- 

P»righton, .August 10. 
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MILITARISM AND WOODLAND 
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( hristian iliviiic*’.. lalxair a-adots, now napoi dh u 
nxid tidnin ' all oindinag*- ihi hinliMiin. iiinop 
linri i.f V.. i.an’ tutiolidii ni hfo. 

N'l -. i honour woman. 1 rcv. rcn-«.* niiiihcr. 
si^.K-r, and -wnnlhiai .. L. ^ain-n I rcali o Itow 
nuudi vva haw in .’oinindti as human h-ring’s, lu.w 
small is llu* dil'tVronvc l»clwtR*n us i -.c.w . and 
vot how uuiliu|- aud vitally harmonious arc the 
couscqucucc.s. of lhc-‘- suhlh dilid-’ciict UndcM 
-landing thi k 1 oi>posv tlu- miliiarisin which is 
corruitting youth of Loth scxcs. As 1 look out 
upon the dcst rl wliich has su]/]>lanlcd woodlan*! 
In this district. 1 vision how r.iiliiarism ihriv . in 
the desert; the dcscrl ot harren love, of l^'irr-ati 
knowledge, of harren I'ont'adcshiji. 1 turn from 
llie wiiniow and heat ihe (lunds that (‘onie from 
the guard room. I hear the t-ry of human nature 
gtjing up against ihis harren life of mHiiar'.-in.. 
I'eHowsliij). knowledge, true holy love are 
demanding lo have their place in life: and -o. 


.1 


I On August 20, 1018, wo complctiid tho third sen¬ 
tence of imprisonment imposed u|)on us by District 
Court Martini, (or lesistinK military service, and 
were returned, under escort, from Wandsworth 
Prison to the Dotontion Room at Deopeut Camp. 
Huro, on August 20, 1918, wo received our fourth 
Court Martial, and wore returned to Wandsworth 
Prison, sentonood io two years' hard labour. Be¬ 
tween the dates mentioned August 20 an l August 
29—wo wrote a number of essays on our experiences. 
The one bearing tho title, " Militarism and Wood¬ 
land,” was published iti "The Spur,” (Vol. V., No. 
5, page 1UJ) lor October 1918. No apology is roqihred 
for its reproduction to-day Ed.| 
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Since my release from prisem 1 have heeii 
nieulally and murally barren. I'hc empline^^ (d 
life has weighed heavily upuu me in ihi-. ILepcul 
detention room, and if I can Miccecd only in 
conveying to m\ readers ^ome understanding (d' 
the soul cruslung monolonv' which now oppres >c^ 
me, 1 shall he rendering a service not only to m> 
fellow L'.f.l.’s, hnt also to the soldiers, who, in 
one way or another, and to onl\ a Utile less 
extent, travail through the san:e sloug.h id* 
despond. 

1 have normally small taste for the country 
side. Still 1 know, somewhat, the joy uf roaming 
through the woo(llands. hrom the detention 
room window I can vision the despoliation which 
has heeii made of the country hy miliiarisin. 

VVooilland has been liinied not into useful rvsi 
denlial di.siricl hut into tireary gravelleil sanded 
stony waste : the trees have given place to dull 

and ugly huts : and the vision which woodland once again there \> the writing on the wall to he 
might have rendered i)oetical and have matiiretl, 
the barrenness of soulless hut life ha.^ deslroved. 

Where birds should sing, only guns boom. Wdiere 
men should love, males only lust. Where the 
invstorv of sex should he wondcrtully under¬ 
stood. only the sensualism is a])prehen(led. Men 
itndcrsland Vhe fact of sex in a brutal animal 
wav. lUit the delicacy of sex. all the subtle 
tenderness which belongs to it, its lender cliarm. 
and the growing innocence which comes with 
dee])er knowledge : all this wondrous realm of 
real comradeshij) is beyond the ken of those wh.o 
dwell in a desert which was once happy wood¬ 
land. h'roni this window 1 watch the soldiers 
and the girls go by. Sex attraction parades its 
vitality with impudence rather than with dignity. 

And tltoiigh wfth some cases, there may he real 
lender feeling between the parties, in many, if 
not most, a conscious vulgarity obtrudes itself. 

Alililari.sni destroys the woodland and degrade.s 
the mystery of life. It vulgari.-'es and ])n).stiliiles 
all that it touches. 

• Thus in the guard room, men on guard idle 

round the hours of the clock. In the huts, the Ly opposing wa.r and stopping the rising 

men, ofi' parade, are appalled by the barrenness (,f’injustice. 

of life. All comfort has vanished from it; and Situated in (Irev Street- West. I'a.si ?\iel- 
wilh that loss of comfort departs the sense ol Bourne (opi)osiie St. I’atrick's CaihedraL. the 
delicacy, that loving touch ot Itome, which luakc.s b’nitarian L hurch is reached hy all trams l:: aiM 
angels out of ofttcasts. and saints out of loafers, f^-oju Collins Street. It is within one minute's 


read and understood Iw .ill who will read and 
iimlersiand. .Militarism is domned. (Jne day the 
woodland will lake ii> children of the earth iiiL- 
her haunts and glades, and rec-dl u- to the 
romance of love and jtcace. Sdie will .demand 
that we shall eat of the fruit of reverence and 
peace, the fruit of the L'ce of kihnol. ihir uf 'jood 
and evil. 

UNITARIAN CHURCH 

(Irev Street. Faslcrn Hill. Melbourne. 

Minister- Rev. W. lU )TT( )MLI*Y. 

Sunday Services- 11 a.m. and o-,^0 p.m. 

(irev .Street (.'hurch stands for h'rec UeligioiiN 
Worship unfettered hy dogmas or tradition, tor 
a religion that makes man alive, slii- tlic grey 
matter in his brain: a religion which not only 
makes him p:issionaiely lU-voLe*! to an »de:d. hut 
wliich enlightens him as to the way in vS»ich 
the ideal may become a religimi that not only 
makes him tme with (loil, but one with his lelluw- 


Reduced to its barest need life becomes abnor¬ 
mally brutal': and so the soldier, with his sim])lc 
life, so far as comfort is concerned, and his 
regulated burden of duty and obligation, so far 
as military nece.ssity demands, becomes .some¬ 
thing less than a nian for all normal purposes. 
The craving of sex is fostered hy his barrack- 
enforced asceticism. The comrade.ship ot 
human •dilTercnce is lo.st sight of. hccau.se the 


The Rev. W*. 


ey preaclies regularly on Sunday cven- 
ihe .services, iieginning at 7. Readers .>i 


walk from Parliament House. 

1 lollomlcy 
ings at the 

llic Word resident in ?\Ieli)ourne are invited 
attend. Rationalists. Ikicitisls. ."socialists, as 
as ITiilarians, welcomed. 

During the greater part of the year, the Ale; 
bourne I'driini meets in the L luirch on Sun^iay 
afternoon at 3-30, when addressed arc deliverer 


vision of it never penetrates the gloom of dull uv'll-known men and wome'n on mailers <'* 
despair and hopeless discipline the war has public interest. I'licsc arc followed Ly (|uc-'*i 
devclo])ed. So the soldier expresses the barren- (iij;oussion. 

ness of life. ' The Crisis of Modern i'k'iliMii a sernam 

Yet the sons of men, degraded and depressed tlelivercil by the Rev. W . U.oiiomlcv against war. 
r C'hristtan institutions and capitalist news- is now issued in Rritain hv I'J e Slrieklee i pyess. 

Price 2d. Delivered in April, 103 l». and !»n>ad.- 


by C'hristtan 

papers, are not bad fellows. 


pitalist 

I have heard the 
stories of expeditionary men, received their hand 
clasps, acknowledged^ their comradeship, and 
realised the wonderful drawing together which is 
taking place between us socialist C.CP's and the. 
soldiers who have fought in hdanders. Stay-at- 
home civilians and some Red Caps may hate us. 
hut the genuine soldier who has fought and 
suffered knows no such hatred. He is tme of 
ns, and wo arc all the hoys. 

lUit militarism has destroyed the woodland. 


cast at the time, it represents 
tained hv its author. 
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THE CRISIS OF MODERN 
CIVILISATION 

A Striking Anti-War Sermon. 
By the Rev. W. BOTTOMLEY. 
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HERBERT MORRISON 


In I'iic ir ?(/ i>»r Ainll l‘Ml. our collcai^ue, 
i . n N.»rnian. rt'j»rn»liK\tl ‘ Xlracl- irnin a war- 
’ j vvi}; :ha«!c l»y IlfrlKTrl M«)rrisf)n al 

n.tli. Lfuuit'n. on I)*ia*inlKT 5. 
r * i: l lli vU'rt Morris*)M *»\Ncr pari oi 

<lalUN which n«»\s pcnnilr him lo 
iinunon U' Ih'o c r c^ rctary .iimI Mini>tcT lor 
H».ti '-V : " ty in a W ar a«lminislralion. 

\l tlu 'rrihunak. coiibcicniioub objecior> arc 
a led to j)icd;La' lhcm>clve> ihal, at no time and 
under ;,*- elrcumstanees will ihcy support war. 
If rhc> hoiiait* to do this. l>ccau>e ihcy feel that 
they vann-i plcika' the fulurc, which \> correct 
cil: ■>. they arc turned down a: not being 
genuine. » )n ihi- reasoning. Herbert Morrisfui 
and >ir I airick I Julian could never have been 
genuine, for they were yesterday anti-war and 
are. lo-da\. very much pro*war. urging rither" lo 
hgln ajtd to fuce the |>eril> of war. Our view is 
that men who ‘hange their views under such 
= i; -um'iance-. such diange.> lending lo their 
j»olitl.al and *sociaI advancement, ought lo retire 
iroir. public life. This is the only ethical view lo 
lake. 

The Manehester (iitardiuii for Thursday. June 
Id. l^U). published a luo-column report, hea<ied ; 

‘ MR. MORRISON CALLS FOR STILL GREATER 
EFFORT ' 

'I he o. ening sc*ntem*e^ of the report read : - 

“ Mr. Herbert Morrison, Minister of Supply, 
speaking for the National Defence Public Interest 
Committee at a luncheon in London yesterday, re¬ 
ferred to the increase in the war effort already 
achieved and to the need for making it greater still.'* 

In the speech that followed. Morrison referred 
tu liritain. I’rance. and the rnited I^lates, as 
though ti»ere were no divisions (jf classes in lhc.se 
countries, and as though each country was rejire- 
sented by a single unit of thought and interest. 
He concluded v;ith a tribute to Mr. Churchill as 
■ (iur ITime Minister.” 

W’e would take n<i e.xceplion lf> this but for the 
fact that .Mijrri.son owes his position in public 
life trj the fact that he had pretended that cla.s.s 
divisions existed in <ociety and that he repre- 
sente«l the working elass. in o])j>ositir)n i(j 
( hurchill and his class. He has climbed to the 
pONiiion oi being a war-time C abinet .Mini.sler by 
hi* j.i^i affectation <*f anli-militari>m and 
Socialist exposition. 'Vo rnir minds, let apohigi.sls 
of various kinds -ay what they will, such pro¬ 
ceeding* must rank a-^ expressions of undiluted 
hyp<r risy. ( >ur readers mu.*l feel the -.ame 
when the\ Cf>n-ifler what .Morrison wrote in 
l'M4. 

'I’he following article i*. extracted from 7V/V 
Leader, for eplember I'M i^age 2. 
col. 1 : - 

KING AND COUNTRY NEED YOU! 

By Herbert Morriton. 

Your King and Country Need You! 

Ah! Mon of the Country, you arc romemborod. 
Neither the King, nor the Country, nor the picture 
paperi had really forgotten you. When your master 
tried to cut your wages down, did you think he knew 
nothing of your beautiful brave heart? V/hen you 
were unemployed, did you think your Country had 
forgotten you? When the military were used against 
you in the strikes, did you wonder if your King was 
quite in love with you? Ah! foolish one. 

Your Kin:j and Country fteed You! 

Need hundreds and thousands of you to go to hell 
and to do the work of hell. The Commandment says* 

• Thou Shalt not kill.” Pooh! What does it matter? 
Commandments, like treaties, were made to be 
broken. Ask your parson, he will explain. 

Your King and Country Need You! 

Go forth, little soldier! Though you know nol 
what you fight for, go forth. Though you have no 
grievance against your German brother go forth and 
kill him! Though you may know he har.'a w.fe uii 
family dependent upon him go forth and slay h m 
he is only a German dog. Will he nol kill you if ho 
gets a chance? Of course hr will. 

He IS being told the same story! 

His King and Country Needs Him! 

^ iM-niu 1 ill-: 

' 1.4 * ;m- .U 11)4 am;'k- Inaiiun 
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t 4.4 .t : ‘ 'in tci ui I ,..uray 


LABOUR MILITARISTS-NOW! 

HOW DO THEY MANAGE TO BE SO ? 

A Letter of Enquiry from The Duke of 
Bedford. 

Dear .Mdred, When I was a very little boy, 
there wa^' a rbvme that my lather used -lome- 
timc> to repeal to me. 

*■ Puor old Kohin.soii (’rur'oe, 

He ma<le him'a coal 
()f an old nanny-goal, 

How the deuce did he manage lo do so?" 

When 1 read the blariliiig records rhal appear 
from lime lo time in I'lie Word oi the past 
sayings of cx-pacitisl members of the l.abonr 
Party who are now ineinbers of tlie War 
riovcrnmenl or ardent supporters of the war, I 
a>l: myself again and again, in respect of their 
prc.sent policy and actions, ’* How the deuce do 
they manage U> do so?". 1 f they liad always heen 
fools on the war issue, or even if their attitude 
towards war had heen a negative one, ihcir 
conduct would be understandable. Put the extra¬ 
ordinary thing is that, in the past, they seem to 
have heen really well-informed and enlightened 
men. They said many shrewd and even 
courageous things. They used weighty argu- 
ificiils which 1 myself have been glad lo borrow. 
'I liey even, by invcTstigaliim, gained a thorough 
knowledge of the welter of .'^elli.sh and disgrace¬ 
ful intrigue which lies hehind all great Pnropean 
wars and spreails the guilt of resjionsihility sfi 
widely. If they had ever been led to change 
their altitude one would have thought that it 
could (>nly have been if a war situation had 
arisen in which resjjonsibility rested to a qiiite 
abnormal extent on the enemies of Pritain. 
Nevertheless, they have heen bowled over and 
inducetl to abandon their jirinciples over quite the 
most obviously foolish and nnncccssarv war 
whieh it is ])ossil)le to imagine. \o Pritish 
interest was at stake, if we decide not to consider 
the financial commitments in I'oland of a great 
insurance Comi)any a *' Pritish interest." Xo 
enlightened flemocracy was being attacked, for 
the Polish Government was most undemocratic 
aiifl it. or its predece.ssors, had a bad reconI for 
tyranny or even aggression. It was nol even the 
ca.se that Germany attacked Poland without anv 
excuse: even .Mr. Lloyd fieorge has in the i>ast 
doclarcfi in the stronge.st language that the 
arrangements made in i\)land by the Treaty of 
\ ersailles would prove intolerable to the 
Germans and the democratic German statesman, 
Herr I^trcsenian. said the same thing. The pro¬ 
posals made by Hiller for remedying the.se 
griesances which onr alliance encouraged the 
I'oles to reject, were, nuireover, most reasonable, 
and the fdqection that be is nntrnstworlby i> 
irrelevant for wi>e men agree to the rcasfoialde 
demand^ oi uiitrnsiworlliy |>e(iple with especial 
n-adiiK--., ,iiia- therein- lliev slreiiiilheii eiKir- 
Tiii)ii-;|y Jheir in.sitioii if later they should have to 
oppose tlfiii over demands whieh are f/id just. 

The volte fare of the Labour paeilists icallv 
strikes me as rather terrifying. It reminds me of 
eerlaui events whieh happened when I was a 
memher of the IVisoiieis' /\id (.omniittec al 
I ortMuonth. At the time whieh I have in mind 
a neiglil.onrmg prison, hv reason of the e.\e«-l- 
lent .and enlightened [loliey of it- governor, was 
famed lor it-, prisoners' aid work and for the 
Ingli iiereeiilage of men who were l.ronght h.iek 
permanently to the paths of virtue. In another 
pi Ison, Iheie wa- a prison visitor, respeeled lor 
US e^peru-nee and general helpfulness ; while in 
London wa- had got i,, loneh with a retired ,\rmv 
Mlieer who ,.roved most vah.ahle lo i.s i„ the 
■-■•IH.rta.i. and dilTienlt w.,rk of seenring emplov- 
mint \iu the dis»harg(vl men. 

Ala-, however there came a dreadful d.lv 
. hen we heard th.at the (-overnor of the mo.lern 
pr .on ha.l hii.iseli g,,i ,nto trouSU through mi- 
'l'l••o,,.,al,,.g the f„„,ls „f „,c |•riso.u•;s• Aid 
illmi a few day- one of the iiiemh. r- 
l...i ",i ' "■ l’■^ghlon. .liseove.ed 

|i'\ '* ''*'P<'ted iiiemher of the I’.righloii 

y was also enjoying II,- .M.aiesiv - l.oipi 

fm f it "I ‘"‘“’I' ’h a.i.e ih. 

a : Iim'." ' - '’-.ve 

^ " ilh our oliieer fiieini who 


was ahoul to I'v arrc.sled for an execcdiiif'ly 
unpleasant crime. I'oor old human nature! JIow 
were the mighty fallen ! In another twenty years 
1 1 .shall be just'the right age for a War Minister 
ihenll I, too, may l>c demanding the .slaughter 
of some aggressor, or rather of some aggressor’s 
people. .So perhaps, when I feel moved to in¬ 
dignation anti even a little contempt for the ex- 
pacilist [.ahoiir men, I ought rather to say. 
•There, hut for the grace of < ioil. goes Ledford ' 

Yours very truly, 

BEDFORD. 


Xewtoti Stewart, August 8, 


I8B. PRISONERS 


duke* OF BEDFORD’S PROTEST. 


Wc have received a large number of papers, 
local, national, or devotefl to some .sjxicial in¬ 
terest, containing letters “ to the Editor " from 
the Duke of Ik-dford on the subject of war, 
con.science, and civic right.s. 

In thi.s i.ssnc we reproduce one, from the 
columns of the Catluolic Herald, London, for 
August 8 last. This reads as follows 

Sir,—I have read with interest your comments on 
the arrest of Mr. Cahir Healy and on the working of 
Regulation 18B. 

The worst and most dangerous feature of this 
Regulation as an attack on the liberty of the sub¬ 
ject, unnecessary even under the abnormal conditions 
of war, is the failure to secure proper examination 
by a competent authority of the informants who have 
made charges against the persons detained. It is 
fairly obvious that real justice cannot be secured 
unless these informants are forced to submit to the 
procedure of a Court of Law. 

In the recent Debate on the Regulation the Home 
Secretary maintained that there were difficulties In 
the way of allowing proper legal investigation, partly 
by reason of the length of time which would be in¬ 
volved and partly because Courts of Law are accus¬ 
tomed to deal with questions of fact and not to ad¬ 
judicate on matters where action is taken on mere 
suspicion. Even, however, if we accept this view, it 
remains the duty of the Home Office to see that all 
informants are personally examined by the Advisory 
Committee which hears the appeals of detained per¬ 
sons under conditions where the prisoners themselves 
are available to the Committee and in those all too 
numerous cases where the Home Secretary decides 
to disregard a recommendation for the prisoner's 
release made by the Advisory Committee which he 
has appointed, he should himself undertake the task 
of making a proper enquiry, in the manner already 
specified. 

Anyone who has had practical experience in getting 
to the bottom of a matter where some person, or 
persons, make a charge against an individual, must 
be aware that it is impossible for the wisest man 
alive to reach a just and final judgment merely on 
the evidence of written statements. This is parti¬ 
cularly true where the persons concerned are 
strangers to him and where, in addition, there is 
likely to be an abnormal amount of prejudice and 
oven downright falsehood. 

Information against detained persons often comes 
from those whose capacity for forming accurate 
opinions has been seriously affected by war emotion¬ 
alism. It may also come from persons animated by 
jealousy or ill-will; and it may come from official 
agents. With regard to these latter, it is nol at all 
uncommon for them to seek to prove something 
against the person whoso actions and outlook they 
have been directed to investigate. Seeing that they 
will be more likely to gain the approval of their 
superiors in their department If their enquiries teem 
to have had positive results, it Is only human nature 
that this should be so: reports of the innocence of 
the suspected persons, if frequent, arc not so likely 
to win approval and enhance the chances of an in¬ 
crease in salary. For this reason, if justice is to be 
secured, agents, in place of being regarded as per¬ 
sons of unusual reliability, should be subjected to 
very strict examination. 

BEDFORD 


New and Revised Edition. 

RICHARD CARLILE, Agitator 
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THE EDITOR’S TRIALS 

IN THE DOCK 


In riit' 11'(fn/ fur September, 1940 (^\ ol. 11.. 
Xu. 2, pai^e.s 12-If)), we commenced a record of 
our various trials. In that issue was published 
both the legal and ordinary press reports of the 
UW London Trial for Indian Sedition. Mr. 
Justice C'oleridge’s detinition oi .sediti»)n in his 
summing up became an important legal ruling, 
it was quoted considerably in " the trial of the 
twelve,” which opened at the Xo. 1 Court, in 
the Central Criminal C'ourt, (Jld Bailey, on 
Monday, November 16, 1925. Harry Pollitt. 
|. R. Campbell, and W'illiam Callacher defendeil 
themselves. Sir Henry Slesser, since elevated to 
the Bench, and the late \\’. R, Pringle, M.P., 
defended the other defendants between them. 
Slesser founded the legal case for the defence on 
the rulings in cases of John Burns. C.iiiy Aldred. 
and Sullivan. Sir Douglas Hogg, as Attorney- 
Cieneral. prosecuted, and the late Mr. Justice 
Rigby Swift presided. 

T/ic n’orl;e'rs' IVcckly, the P. organ, for 
November 27, 1925. carried very full reports of 
the trials. ‘‘Court Impressions ” were contri¬ 
buted by T. A. Jackson, who wrote : 

" Tho counsel work in relays. Sometimes the 
Attorney-General is replaced by Sir Travers Hum¬ 
phreys, and he in turn by Mr. Percival Clarke. 
Sometimes Sir Henry Slesser is deputised for by Mr. 
Arthur Henderson, junior. Pollitt, Campbell and 
Gallacher each in turn takes a hand. Slowly the 
work goes on. . . . 

‘‘ Law cases are cited, whole libraries grow on the 
shelf behind counsel and on the judge's table. Fam¬ 
ous cases bringing in a savour of stirring historical 
episodes—Tom Paine’s case, with its memory of the 
French Revolution and the 'Rights of Man’; Sir 
Francis Burdett’s case, a memory of Radical excite¬ 
ments with the Life Guards clearing Piccadilly with 
their pistols; Thomas Cooper's case, an echo of the 
Chartist days and the ‘Sacred Month'; T. D. 
Sullivan’s case from the Fenian days; John Burns’ 
case from the early days of the S.D.F. and the un¬ 
employed riots; Aldred’s case and Indian National¬ 
ism; Bowman’s case and Syndicalist anti-militarism. 
Echoes of the past waft from the pages of * the 
soberly-bound volumes, quoted in almost casual tones 
by the bewigged and begowned men of the law. 

Do the jury know the history drama indicated in 
the legal title ‘ Rex v. Paine ’ or ‘ Rex v. Sullivan ? 

b'roin The Workers Weekly .‘Nummary of 
Douglas Hogg’s speech, we make this excerpt:— 

“The test cases which Sir Henry Slesser had re¬ 
ferred to v/erc those of Burns, Aldred and Sullivan. 
He would take a test from the judgment in each 
case and use them to show that these were as he 
had claimed. . . . 

•* From the judgment in Aldred’s case the 
Attorney-General quoted the test * was the fcThgu- 
age used calculated to advocate the use of violence 
and Its justification.’ He claimed that passages 
v;hicli he read showed that the ends of the Com- 
s.iunists could be attained only by armed revolt and 
the forcible overthrow of bourgeois society.’’ 


a.s lu iIk* Labour Parly mciuU'iN. In (liu* Ciuu -c 
\Nc will (.leal with this uiallcr ihoroughlv. 

Below arc the reports of the P^irtilasguw 
Sedition Trial 


'• int BRITISH WHITE TERROR 
BY W. GALLACHER, M.P. 

and^vorv^^fftlu^*’^^ M.P.) wrote a very human 

Ju?v loo. * account in " The Worker,” Glasgow, 
Teri^o?” British White 

tion of hnJi' ? lengthy and powerful Uoacrip- 

than thJ rihi oonntry, rather 

Cabinet. Then followed an exposition of 
the class struggle. He proceeded to detail the trial. 


Inipn.tonincnt of Communists is now a mailer 
ot ilaily occurrence, and is .-cncrallv being 
accepted as such. 

I he workers look dully on while I'reedom is 
hemg slowly strangled in the interests of a decay¬ 
ing capitalism, as though it was something of 
no importance to them. Bui dull and apathetic 
sis tho\ may he, there .surely is not one of them 
who makes any claim to manhood or woman¬ 
hood, but mu.st feel the spirit of iirotest arise 
within him or her at the unspeakable savage 
treatment that has been meted out to our 
comrade. Guy Aldred. Think of it! Kept in 
pri.son in solitary confinement for over three 
months while his enemies were plotting and 
planning to get up a case againat him. . . . 

‘Three months to prepare their case, and 
Aldred a prisoner all that time, and lhcn--whal 
a wretched show they made. 

Aldred was accused of advocating violence, 
yet it was not he but his accusers who had the 
court and its environs packed with police and 
plain clothes men, all of them armed and ready 
lo use their weapons in the most violent manner 
at the slighlcst ])rovocation. 

.Sec the Lord Advocate’s deputy standing 
there mouthing empty platitudes about peace and 
religion, the while he is surrounded by hired gun¬ 
men whose principal duty is to* retain" for 
capitali.^m the wealth that has been stolen from 
Ihc worker. See in the dock, supported only by 
his loyal comrades, McLeish and Jenny Patrick, 
our comrade Aldred fighting the age-long battle 
of the slave class against those who would keep 
them in subjection. X^o one could sit in the court 
without recognising the debasing meanness of the 
accusers and the intellectual superiority of the 
accused. 

In the midst of all this humbug and .sham that 
pervaded the court, Aldred stood out clear and 
tiistinct, a man among niainiikins. 

Xo one can have more cause to hate the 
thought of prison than the present writer, yet in 
spite of all the sulTering that it entails Pd rather 
a thousand limes he Aldred * with his twelve 
nioiUhs imprisonment than the l-ord Advocate’s 
deputy with the price of his hire. 


If this argument meant anything at all, it 
implied that all Communist propaganda was out¬ 
lawed. 

We pass to our second trial for sedition. This 
took place in Glasgow in 1921. So far as we 
know, no legal report exists of this trial. It was 
reported well in the local press; in the Daily 
Herald, l)y the ]>resent Lord Provost, who 
approved and applauded our defence; discussed 
in The Worker bv William Ciallacher, now M.P.. 
and John S. Clarke, who wrote well on the 
matter of prosecution; and in The SocUilisi, the 
organ of the Socialist labour Party, by Harry 
MeShane, at that time associated with John 
MacLcan! hut later a member of the Communist 
Party and National Unemployed Workers’ 
Movement. The bringing together of these 
various reports is a service to the history of the 


Tn attacking Aldred or any other advocate of 
working-class emancipation, they are attacking 
not only the individual but the Class the indivi¬ 
dual represents. The response to the Capitalist 
‘‘ White Terror ’’ is organisation that will put 
Capitalism out of business. 

Aldred and the others are in gaol, because 
the class they represent is weak. We arc weak 
hccause wc lack organisation. ... 

Our spokesmen are in gaol, and wc arc in 
chains. 

We must l)rcak the chains and open the prison 
doors. 

II. GUY ALDRED’S TRIAL 
By H. MeSHANE 

[Reprinted from the “Socialist,’’ June 30, 1921. 

The heading is the one used by MeShane.—Ed.] 


/ement. 

kftcr these reports have been published, wc 
11 collect our followiiiR trials : Court-Martials, 
resisting military service in time of war; 
gular marriage; birth-control propaganda. 
T which we were casually and accidentally 
not actively associated, for we object lo 
h-control propaganda bemg conducted .as a 
ley-making racket; and Free Speech Trials, 
ch wc won on law, only for the Cdasgow 
,our Town Council to fail to implement the 
Tliis censure applies lo the I.L.P. as well 


The trial of Guy Aldred, Miss Patrick, D. 
McLeish, and A. Fleming took place at the High 
Court, held in Glasgow on the 20th June. The 
charge was one ol sedition. 

The local members of the Anti-l^arliamentary 
Communist Party, on the advice of (luy .\ldred. 
liad issued a paper of their own entitled the Rt-d 
Commune. Only one number of the pai^er 
appeared. The articles were mostly taken from 
other papers. Extracts here and there formed 
the indictment. 


'The jiulgv was l.mal Sla rringlun. ( )ui oi ;i 
juiy ul ruivc-n. eight were wuiuen. 

Mr. Muilon apjK'aretl for A. Ideining, Tleininjr 
is ihc printer, ami has no cnnneclinn with ih,* 
Parly. 

.\t the oulset, .Mr. Morion raised the l|lle.^li^lu 
ot relevancy, hut his ohjeetion*^ wi're overruleil 
l>y the judge. 

Among the articles complained »)l' was one 
entitled ” ()ur Word lo \’on.” Anollier was an 
article. “ Bovcoit Parliament,” hv G(»l. Malone 
M.P. 

liuy Aldred also rai.sed objection to the pro 
cceding.s. He ipioled Lord Justice Coleridge, 
wIk) slated that a man is entitled t(j express Ihs 
opinion on any subject, and that courts and iuries 
were not judges in such mailers. He priinlcd out 
that a revolution by a majority was constitu¬ 
tional. He said further that sedition changed 
its meaning from age to age. What was con¬ 
sidered sedition at one period becomc.s part of 
the constitution at another period. He said that 
despite these tilings, the law still remained the 
same. 

The judge overruled all the objections. 

Ueteclive-Lieutenant McGimpsey was the first 
witness. Me started off by relating tlie history 
of the (ilasguw Communist liroui). After he 
had spoken for some time, (iuy .\klrcd wanted 
to know what all this had to do with the charge. 
McGimpsey also gave evidence regarding a visit 
paid to Miss Patrick’s house. 

He was followed by Superintendent Keith and 
a lew other police witnesses. 

I’X idencc was given about a visit to Burnhank 
Ciardens. 

hurlher evidence was given regarding the 
arrest of Aldred. 

Accounts were produced in court to show 
that there were transactions between the G.C.Ci. 
and Fleming. 

xMdred questioned the witnesses frequentlv 
and eftectively. 

One of the police witnesses was ([ucstioned 
closely regarding Aldred’s arrest. Aldred asked 
at what time the warrant was issued for his 
arrest. The reply was, four o’clock on the 
afternoon of March the 2nd. The witness did 
not know that Aldred was in London. A visit 
was paid the same night, at eight o’clock, to 
Bakunin House in (Glasgow. 

Aldred then wanted to know how it was that 
he was arrested in London the same day at four 
o’clock. Aldred said that according to law be¬ 
fore a man can be arrested in London the 
warrant must he endorsed by a London Magis¬ 
trate. The witness said that his warrant was 
endorsed by a London Magistrate. Iml .Aldred 
said that was on the 5th March, hut he had l)ccii 
in prison from the 2nd. 

All the witnesses for the prosecution were 
police except one young lady who had been a 
former minute secretary of the (iroup. She was 
called and ((ueslioned regarding whether or not 
Aldred was present on the night on which the 
(irouj) had decided to issue the paper. She could 
not say. 

‘Witnesses were then called to testify lo the 
character of A. h'leming. Among the witnesses 
there appeared a sch(K)lmaster. a clergyman, a 
<loctor, and a Quaker. They all stated that 
I'leming had done good work among children, 
and that so far as they knew he would not in 
anv way help in the spreading of sedition! I he 
Advocate Deinite questioned them pretty closely 
regarding the cartoon in the ReJ Commune. 

In the cartoon a worker is portrayed as stamp¬ 
ing out crowns, eagles, and several other things 
representing militarism, and various forms of 
authority. Among these things is a Bible. The 
.Advocate Depute made the mo.sl t»f that, hut 
Aldre<l put another inlerprelalion on it which 
cntirclv altered the complexit)!! of things. 

N() witnesses were called tor .Aldred, Mcl.eisli 
or Miss Patrick. 

The Advocate Depute spoke tor the prose¬ 
cution. He went over all the sections of the 





THE WORD 


Mi 


!‘i V ' iciu. makin;j ihc inosi oi i vcrv |>oint. 

lit 'V t> inllowvil l»\ coiin-^rl lor I'lcininj', nvI»<' 
timUMuii i that I'lcinint \va- not rcsjxjn^iblc. llo 
\s^U\ that v;:i- lUk scdilion In the pa}x*r He 

--juc»te<l --um: j>ar!-- whiijli ht >ai<l lie couI<l not 
undcrNtaiui. and which uiild only he described 

a ni nithfnl of word-.” If there was sedi 

V 11 then I'Kiiiiin; ctiuld not be blamed as he was 
vci\ bus\ at the time the jXijXT wa^ {iiinted. 

He wa^ i,»|li.a. (l by (lUy Alilred. 

Aldre«i at tiu oul'el statcil that he was defend 
\n% MclA-ish and Mi^^ l*atrick. The judge •‘ai<l 
that 'iiu‘ he ..a' not a mcmiTer of the h'aculty 
!ie Could not do but. he said, that his state 
iiicnt hail no meaning because the father accu^ed 
jiihi adopt Aldred - defence a^ their own. 
AidrCu w t? allowed to leave the dock and face 
Ih: jury. 

He was easily the smartest man in the court. 
He 'io<xi upright and his voice was clear. 
\tithing ^hori of a verbatim rci>ori would do 
iu<tice tti hi> speech. He charged the other side, 
with conspiracy and -^ition. He quoted legal 
authorities freely. He pointed out that sedition 
. ar not an ordinary olTence like murder or theft. 
It all depentled tm what interpretation one put 
on \oiir siatemeiiis, and it changed with circum- 
.stances. He mentioned the fact that .some time 
ago the J.ilx?ral> rai>ed the ery of “Abolish the 
House of l.^jrds,“ and that was not .sedition. 

* If the Lords why not the Commons.** He 
characterised the prosecution as dishonest, and 
said that honesty was often on the side of 
<lcfeiv'e. He didn’t think it criminal to expres.'* 
hl> opiniim, but it would be criminal to surrender 
hi-*; right to do <*). His method was to start a 
■ampaign to convert the jxople by reason. He 
mentioned that some of the articles in connection 
u itli which he wa-*^ charged had Ixfcn publi.shed 
previously by the Forward and the Worker. He 
asked if the authfirities had Ixren sleeping when 
thc^e articles first appeared. He spcike about the 
fact that the indictment was composed of ex¬ 
tracts from the articles. He saiil, “ When you 
read ;i paper, one or two words don’t come out 
and hit you on the eye.” Much fuss had lK.*en 
liiade of the ^talCInent in the paper, about making 

V ar on the Parliamentary Communists. On this 
matter .\ldred quoted the fact that l>unyan 
always spoke in military terms. He also quoted 
the hymn, “(Jnward Christian .Soldiers.” It 
•dimply meant “ fight the good fight with all your 
might,’ ihai’' what I’m doing at the present 
time.*’ .\l one .^tage he described the prosecution 
a' ■ futile, -tupid and imlxcile.” His speech 
finished nicelv. H*.- had staled cipenly where he 
^t^Mxl, and left it to the jury to decide. He didn’t 
a^k for *' not proven ” but “ not guilty.” 

The judge summed up in the usual way. He 
aid that a cartoon is never sedition. He alsf) 
aid that to demand a change of (ioveriirnent by 
Act of I^irliameiit” \v- all right, but any other 
method sva- sedition. He ended by telling the 
jury that they had first lr> decide whether or not 
the article' complaiiie l of were 'e<iitiou- and if 
?so were the accused responsible. .After an 
absence <»f a few niiiuites the jury returned a 
cr'ii' t ni guilty “ 'I he jury were unanimous 
nh on*' exception. 

•L. .\Iort<Mi askcil for leniency for I’lcming. 

Ajdr*'d !(Hik full "-oiXMisibilily, and suggested 
that III" >h >uld gel ftn: he;o i»*r Hcntence. 

I’atrici 'ii<i lliai >he was prejiared to 
la^' her ^harc oi the responsibility, and <lifl not 
de ire Hu*. Mdreil lo take her share of ihe 
punt^hinem. 

1>. xl- L aid that he t<Kik shar* of ilie 

r:?»p ai^ibilit* , and ii.-d no c dr* to dielte: 
^xhind ^ rnir;i4e A’ lr* 4 

I - ro r kerringion then pa^ I entente 4,11 all 
accu*rsd. Hvjv Ahlretl, <»nc sear; |) Mclx'ish, .1 
irvx.tl- ; M,-. !•, Hk. u:onlh^: A l leming. 3 
rcc/nihs, an*l fine fafine ]»*vni* nt *d which 
tn arn r ihre#- neailh*^’ iinpr: w»nn‘ent 

*’ 0 ix- '.on l'irleil • 


RICHARD LEE’S ANTI-WAR 
HERESY 

UNITARIAN WAR DISCOURTESY CONSIDERED 

W’e are .^omewhat surprised at our L’liitarian 
contemporary. 77/c Inquirer. 

Ill its issue for June 1-1, 19*11 (page 2U0, No. 
3lb3) it published the following editorial attack 
un riie IFord, and on the Kev. Richard Lee, 
M..\.. of Coventry, for writing in our columns : 
“UNITARIANS AND THE HOLY WAR “ 
The Inquirer receives—as probably a number of 
Unitarian ministers receive—a contemporary, which, 
although unconnected with any particular movement, 
prints in the current number what it calls Unitarian 
notes, it also contains an article by the Rev. 
Richard Lee, of Coventry, entitled “ Unitarians and 
the Holy War." The article purports to be an 
account of certain phases of the last annual meeting 
of the General Assembly. Mr. Lee writes of the 
resolution on Peace Aims, moved from the chair by 
Mr. P. M. Oliver, and seconded by the Rev. Law* 
rence Redfern, as follows.— 

Thi* iiioviT ol' th*-* ri'.-olution in hia from 

tile rhuir uiid llu* .smromhT lO'toil fur otli»*rw’isi.‘. One 
'|i»*ukt*r 'poke of the war rl^ iiaviug it.v faufo* in 
a heerreJlar ul .Munich. The olh«*r <|uc.'tione<l 
whether ihe Treaty of \'er.'uilles \vu- not too lenient 
for the guilt of the (iernmns who made the Iasi war. 

** A> M eonsideralile proportion of the uudien<*e 
resented thi.n war manufacturefi hi.'*torv these gartded 
versions were not allowed to pus- without prote.sf. 
One speaker of the pacifi.Ht group, among other 
arguments arouse<l a violent storm by pointing out 
that we w’ere doing thi* same things ns the Xa/i.' 
in liremen., Hamburg and lierlin and boasting about 
it. 

“ We were not such Holy Innocents ns the war- 
supi>orlers pieture*! us. Wh<*n another speaker got 
lip to show liow thi* po.st-war troamenl of Germany 
hud en*ated HitJeri.sm, tlie Briti.sh Xazi.s eried "Vote, 
Vole, Vote.*' and the closure was applied. 

Mr. Lee’s special inlerpretation of the first two 
speeches was made by him also, soon after the 
meeting, in the correspondence columns of “ The 
Inquirer.” Since it was ignored there it can be 
ignored here. As to the implications of the second 
paragraph only those present at the meeting c^n 
judge, and Mr. Lee can be left with his own parti* 
cular dramatisation of what took place. But the 
third paragraph does not need comment. Perhaps 
it was not possible for Mr. Lee to indicate that the 
speaker referred to was himself, neither may it have 
been possible for him to say that the billed end of 
the meeting had arrived when he got up to speak, 
neither, perhaps, was it possible for him to appreci* 
ate that the discussion into which he desired to 
intervene had little to do with the resolution, and 
the extraneous matters with which the discussion 
dealt had been most ably put from different sides; 
but common courtesy might have suggested to him 
that at that late hour, most delegates wanted the 
meeting to end. Instead he chooses to assume an 
air of pugnacious persecution and to call his feliow 
Unitarians “ British Nazis.” 

Mr. Lee chooses his own violence of language, and 
makes his own dramatisation of events—and in spite 
of that will be understood by many who disagrCo 
with him. But to traduce a meeting conducted with 
scrupulous fairness (the closure was put to the 
meeting and carried by a large majority), in an out¬ 
side paper that is willing to take his account, is 
hardly a promising introduction into the peac 3 ful 
world brotherhood in which, apparently, he believes. 

1 he* lone oi this article shows how thoroughly 
the >iimi 01 war ha- conquered the spirit oV 
love and undrrstanding whirh i- Mipi>osed to Ik.* 
the ln^pIratl^ul oi all C hristian-.. Such under 
standing i> alleged to tinri lull expression in the 
lives and conduct oi I’nitariaiis l>ecause of the 
jH-T'CCution they have ex|K.*rienced for their 
heresies. Vet our friend, the ediiur of /V/c 
:,|I pretemv „i rh.iritv an.l 
I-VC" .,r.lii,;,ry -c-.iilar <(mrlcsy. IK- slali-s that 
I Ik- II or,/ u lm- 1 , |,t ,|oi.k „„l name- but iiit ii 
ii-iK-.l III a r<.un<lal..,ul wav as a .c-rtain Ivpc „i 
o.iuvinporan - i, unc.iim-.(v.l with anv'parii 
jtilai nir.vciiK-iil. Ilu- urilvr of this nonscnsi- 
haK t..||„wv.i our , ar,:c, - « dl as am .uau in 
tlic Kinudoiu ami know, that wv have iK.-tu o.ii 
iK.tvd with tliv Socialist, Ananhist. ami I rvc- 
IhouKht im.veuK-ut- for ov.-r il.irlv-tiw wars 
I h|s Mu-r ,s untrue in suhsiamc aii.l in lorin 
1 only means shat at the iHiijinniii^ ,,nr reh. i 
in iiv J **^ “* ''■ steppe d outside the populat 

• areri*^* a leged -xpre-duns ni the Hilxuir move 
ount- We h.'ive progrev 

no: rcluMl on the machiner* of power ml 
rrupiinii. I Hiiv an offenre in the eye' of oni 
ni-in.in viior With what particular move 
men! .a Jeun voiui eied If we rcniemfier f)ur 
nadun- rightly, no parlirular nw.vemeni sorrowed 
I” him :.t hi* exeemton. Hid the I’nilartaii^ 


either in I'Jigland or the Lnited Stales in their 
best days, fcjrni an actual organi.serl movement. 
We gathered that they existed rather in spirit, 
yet very definitely, tlian in organisational form. 

i ailure to name f/ir Word is cowardice. If 
he wanted to attack Ihe Word, the editor oi 
The Inquirer ought lo have atlackcil honourably 
and openly. 

What connection has the reference lo " any 
particular movement” to the fact that wc jumled 
"L'niiarian Note'.” I'hey were L'nilarian Xote.s. 
We Iiave publislicd in our column.* article^ by, 
and appreciations of. the Kev. H. J. Adlard, of 
r:iaih, with records of hi.s great L’niicd .States 
activity, for which our contemporary had no 
room. Was that wrong? Or does our contem- 
poiary wish excellent work to be buried, in 
oblivion unless its e<litor pleases to lake (official 
notice? So would the Pharisees have silenccfi 
Jesus, and the Trinitarian Oiurches have ren¬ 
dered futile the work of tlie I/nitarian pioneer^. 

Our contemporary Miccrs at the thought that 
a number of L'nitarian ministers receive The 
Ward. Is il afraid? Of cimrse wc conduct a 
I o.^t^ll mi.^sion, as means permit. Of cour'ic we 
.'sometimes .send copie.s to the L'nitarian ministers. 
W'e pay them the undeserved compliment of be 
lieving tlial llicy are free spirits and willing 
participalor.s in any fea.st of Truth and of reason 
Ut which they may be invited. We did not 
realise that they were so busy (iver secular 
affairs and careerism that Truth meant nothing 
to them. W'e believed them guilty of so much 
imoinising spirituality. l.'nfortunately, it was 
promising (/iily, but not vital. Too many 
l'nitarian speakers are incapable of maturity. 

Our contemporary j>asse.s to the real com¬ 
plaint. The Kev. Richard \jee, M.A., well- 
known in the Labour movement of Oreat I’ritain, 
a [>ersonal friend and a doughty oppcmeni of the 
I>resenl writer, a fearless Anti-Militarist speaker 
and a pioneer enemy of Fa.scism, wrote an article 
in uur columns attacking L'nitarians for being 
pro-war! What unforgiveablc heresy I 

The Inquirer cmnplains that Richard Lee 
wrote for "an outside paper that is willing to 
take his accounlT This slurs not only Richard 
Lee, but also ourself. It implies that, knemnng 
the account to he false, we were willing to pub¬ 
lish such an account. This is libellous. 

We are not willing to publish false accounts. 
W'e are anxious to publish the truth. Wc were 
willing l(j publish Richard Lee’s account l>ecause 
we know him to be a fcjirless propagandist of 
the I ruth as he sees il. He was victimised in 
lilasgow lor serving the Truth and he has 
sacrificed careerism in the Hiboiir movement for 
the sake of 'I ruth. ITirthcr. our contemporary 
does not deny the truth of hi.s writings. It only 
'ceks to explain the circum.'lances. //,• who 
excuses himself, accuses himself. 

1 here wa.' iinlignaiinn an<l not violence in 
kiehard Imre’s writing. 

Kichard Lee i> sneered at for not mentioning 
that the >|)eaker who <li<| not r‘i*<.*i\e a fair 
hearing wa' himself. W a> that necc"-ary? Is 
it not enough that. aT the l’nitarian Assembly, 
the Anli-War s|K*aker. in war liin*-. wa- greeted 
with crit;. ot “ \ ole. ' \nie.'’’ I)**e' the fad 

need ^|K*cioU' explanation: name -;f the 

-peakci* relevant: 

Kichard Lee retcr^ to himself in an .inoiiy- 
inon- third person rroin mofle<iy. Thr Inquirer 
re-^ents ^uch anonymity and demaiHl.' iliat he 
name hini-clf in an article •Inch alt.uk-. niuler 
anon\mon' «le-cri[.iinn. The \T, rd. 

Ha<l we atl.irked Ihe !n/juirer b\* inniiendt* 
it uouM hav< l)i*<n fron c -wardice .illiiri to di^ 


• ourl* W e conclude that 

editorial 

rules 

the .ime. no matter w Im the 

erlilor v 

la*- he 

h.'O the .*ncLe«l t.i!!* i.f tli. 

pajH-r. 


/’/• htquir- *. fnr Jub. 2(\ 

p ililish* * 

t !hi 

lo-ing ic;ly hy kid .'*:! I 

*• tn it 

:inv. <1 


editori.i! : 

Sir, Your article ol June U hat only reached me 
to-day. ThouRh my comment It belated I hope you 
may he able to publith It. Your anonymout contn- 
hiiior attert£ that my proposed contribution at the 
Attembty and the fiiicuttion were irrelevant and 
had nothing to do with the retelution. 
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1'IIK WOliD 


Our attitude to our own past and to our own 
wrongdoinK In 1919 has everything to do with the 
possibility ol that happy future pictured in the 
resolution. It is entirely relevant to the resurrection 
ol the better German mind without which Europe 
will be a desolation of the ages. 

•• Our deeds still travel with us from afar 
And what we have been makes us what we are.' 

As to the other point raised. The Nazi spirit is 
to suppress all opinions except the one ofhcial view 
which is divinely right. 

I do not blame the chairman or those responsible 
for keeping to time but the noisy minority who inter¬ 
rupted Mr. Spencer and were unwilling to stay hve 
minutes to hear the other side did manilost that 
intolerance which is very contagious In war-limos.— 
Yours, 

RICHARD LEE. 

* .'t r«fry. 

The Kcv. Sidney Spencer, B.A., of Liverpool, 
and the Ktv. Kichard l^c. M.A., ot Coventry, 
aJoptcil ihe correct C hriilian and Unitarian 
pjsiiioii riicy arc uncomjjroinising Anti- 
.\l:litnri.>t‘ 5 . hut with charity of mind towards the 
1 jiik-aiid-hlc \ictiIn^ of militarism. The official 
I’liiiarian po^ilion is neither Christian nor 
Unitarian. It is .simply a chaci.N of statist war 
theology, paganism lai>elleti 1 hri.ciiaii; a diaboli¬ 
cal riot of murderous mock respectability, utterly 
unforgiveable when engaged in by alleged 
herelic- anil the children of heretics. .Stalisni 
kiiow> nothing about heresy. The spirit of war 
is the spirit of thoughtless violence and ortho¬ 
doxy. \o genuine I’nilarian can* uphold it, 
e.xpress it, or conijironiise with it. 


WAR AND CHRISTIANITY 

IS THERE A FUNDAMENTAL 
CONTRADICTION? 

REV. SIDNEY SPENCER S POSITION 

The discussiim l>ctween Kichard Lee and the 
editor of The Inquirer, considered in another 
column, directs atteniioii to the anti-war position 
ailopled by the Kev. .Sidney Spencer, fCA., of 
Liverpool. .Sidney Spencer is a vigorous and 
consi>lcnl anli-mililarisi and we are templed to 
recall ;i sermon he delivercil over a year ago to 
the congregation of Hope Street Church, 

I .iverj)ix>l. 

Preaching on the evening of Sunday, July 1-1, 
lb 10, Mr. Spencer asked if the recent outer 
cliangr in events called for a corresponding 
r -\i>i<in of their inner jiliilude. Since the mit- 
Ir'cak Ol war. the jiroportion of men taking the 
*^taiid fur conscience >ake had fallen very ciiii- 
tb'rably. Will known people like .Mr. L*. 1*'.. M. 
Jo i. I'wTlrairl Kussell, ainl -Miss .Maud Kovden, 
f‘l!. • iider the circumstances, they iwmld no 
lo.,.j. 1 maintain a rooteil oppi/silion u* all war. 
\\e.e they right? 

V.’v :,;»o!. • sometimes of “ the C’ll^i^lian con- 
ociiic. but the conscience of Ubri^liaii people 
v.a- nf)i something fixed and final. A (.hri^lian 
leader like Martin Luther declared that war was 
an e- 'enlial clement in (iod’^ i heine for the 
world. lUii I-.rasinu^ taught that war was com¬ 
pletely svroiig. and the early Unitariaiw the 
■ Mniniaiw ” .md the .Nnabajitist- followe<l the 
‘ame rule. 

Luther ami Lra^mii - l>oth sincerely tried to do 
what wa- right. One lK.*licveil in war: the other 
tejciicil it. ( oiiM wc deciilc Uiween them? 

l-rasIml^ wa not entirely alone, and behind 
him there v a- r ceriain trailition. 'fo-day ii 
wide1\ recognised that there wa-. a common 
taiidard. a (.'hrisiian -^j/irit. p,v that test 
lira -mus. not Lnlher. wrih the trne*exp(,iienl of 
tlX” law of ChrUl, 

luven lho%e who considered war was necessarv 
were prepared to admit that war wa-. anli- 
t.hrisl ’ lie had never been able to nndersiaiul 
how it was i>ossible to hold that |M»>iiion. and 
-till lr> U-Iieve in ( hrisiianil\. To him it seemed 
to invoU.' a fuiidamenlal eontradiction. 'Ihe 
ihiirrhe-^ had advanced to the recognitirm of the 
fact of the i >omlially unchristian character f»f 
war, aiei vet the\ toiiM j»iav for the divine 
ble >ing and help on a melhod that in principle 
dx;, -ondernned’ 'Ihe |H,hition was ntterb. 


kicking in moral consistency. If the Christian 
witness against war had any reality in it at all, 
it •iurely involved a renunciation (if war. 

I he C hristian position oi oppo^iti(in to war 
was not ea.s\ to maintain in war time. It was 
so eininciiilv contrary to the traditional national 
outloiik and practice. l»ul Clirislianily was 
essentially revolutionary, d he only po.sition that 
could be liarmoni.scd with the lile and spirit of 
C hrist was that wliicli look its .stand on the law 
of love, and rejeclCHl the way of war. 


bv violence; Me used hi.s moral power to 
compel them to leave the temple. Hie money 
changers with their friends could have 
beaten down Je»u.- in a few moments by force. 

When Je.sus a<Ivi.sed his disciples to buy a 
sword and they lirouglil two sw(jrd.^, he 
replied : “ It is enough " (Luke 22, v. 36). It 
i.s quite clear all that Jesus meant was biat 
liis discij)Ies would have t(i withstand evil 
forces. 1 he sworri was symbolical, as when 
it was said that a sword would pierce the 
heart of Mary. 'fhe reply, *' It is enough," 
showed h(/w Jesus w-as grieved at the dense 


IS THE WAR A CHRISTIAN 
CRUSADE ? 

By The Rev. RICHARD LEE, M.A. 

(Minister, AVti' Street Mediny House, Coventry) 

I have been handed a leallet published by I*. 
C. rC. St. Stephen’s Church, London, ICC.2. It 
state.s boldly and unashamedly what many 
C’hristian f(/lk believe in a furtive, shamefaced 
sort of way that the war is being fought for 
the holy cause of Ch^i.^tiallity. 1’he leaflet ends 
thus :— 

IN THE NAME OF CHRIST 
We can win this war, 

We must win this war, and 
V/e WILL win this war. 

The clergyman who write.s the leaflet holds 
among others things. 

That killing others in war is taking up the Cross 
of Jesus. 

That war is the only way to subdue evil. 

That Pacifists are disloyal not only to the Stale 
but to Christ. 

That Jesus counselled his disciples to buy swords 
and use them. 

'fhese arc the easy as.sumplions of F.C.lk, and 
of millions of others, which I want to examine.. 

"J'liere is one thing in the leallet with which 
one may he in agreement “ Xazism is an evil 
thing and must he destroyed." There are, how¬ 
ever, some glaring errors as to the causes of 
Xazism, the methods of its destruction and the 
attitude of Chri.st to modern war. 

Let us l>egin with the practical situation. This 
leallet is blind to the facts as to what Xazism 
is and its caii.ses. 


minds of his disciples. 

(7) The leaflet ignores the example of Paul 
and the Christian Church in the first three 
centuries. Paul was a fighter and had to meet 
with physical violence, but he never u.sed 
violence." He believed supremely in tlic power 
of the Spirit and not in carnal weapons. For 
three centuries Chri.stians took no part in war, 
they condemned it b(jth in word and deed. I hey 
followed their Master's example, 

(8) The alternative jxjlicy is to confess our 
own wrong and be willing to turn away from it 
into the way of mutual aid and brotherhood. 

The longer the war the wor.se the peace. Fven 
while the war is waging the terms of [Hrace 
should he di.scussed and the people.s should know 
how they could end the war. 

What Lloyd Cieorge said before the war is 
true now even, if (/iily some leader had the. 
courage to act on it and guide this people out of 
darkness, the cruelty and the cowardly falsehood 
of war into the light, the love and the truth of 
a real peace. 

“ The only chance of a world t)eace is an 
assembly of nations to discuss without reference 
to pa.st exficriments or j^resent ideologies the best 
means of a just and desirable world peace." 
Where is the statesman who will lake this 
projc*ct in hand and will press it through? 
name will endure forever as one of the greatest ^ 
I)enefactors of mankind. 

“ \’iciory " is a mirage unworthy of the minds 
of sensilde folk. 

“ X ictory ” can never bring peace. 

To get peace wc must seek it earnestly and 
seek it now. 


(1) Xazism is a (li.seasc. It is an aggravated 
form of Xatitjiialism and lm|erialism. It i^ 
caused by other Imperialisms, including our own. 
The deeper causes of the war will not be touched 
by killing millions of Germans. 

(2) Wc heljKrd to create .Xazism bv joining 
with ITance to make the League of Xations :i 
larce and a hy|)ocrisv. W’e refused to fulfil our 
pledge to secure all-ronnd disarmament and 
revise the Treaties. I lad we done this there 
w(>nld have been no Hitler and no war. 

< .M I he only peojdc who c;m destroy 
Hitlerism are the German pi‘(»ple themselves. A 
min(»rily -would be against him now if they 
thought P.ritain would ni.ike a jn-t |>eace. lint 
they were tricked before, and ha\e no reason to 
think that they will be any better tnated tlii- 
time. 


‘ H A moral and Npiritnal disease can cmlv 
be destroyed by mor.il and spiritual remedies. It 
is nonsense, wicked nonsense, to think that 
lou.'irdly boiiil>ing, poi>on g.'is. food destrncli(»n. 
bioihel> :in<l all the other be.asllv method'* of 
iinxlvm war can overcome evil. 


lo quote the cxamiilc of Uhri>t in tavon 
of tnoiiern w;ir i> the most bla'-pheinoiis part i\ 
the leallet. Ihe >piril of C*hri>t is ntlerl 
opiKised^ to casting out evil by means of rjoin 
evd. Paul summed up the whole altitude 
C hrnt’-v life and ilcaili in the wimU " p.e m 
overcome of evil but overcome evil with good. 

Ihe Sermon on the Mount i^ a tlcad letter • 
w •• .ire |>ermitled to <k*strov onr ciiemie- b 
tnangling little children and delenccli- old me 
and Women. 


ibj The two passage; used to sujiport modern 
war have nothing to ,lo with it directly, but in¬ 
directly may sup|K)rt the w jHt iiion. 

Jesus did not drivi* iail the iiumcv change’- 


EDITOR'S APOLOGY 


Dur circulation last month was very big. W’e 
rejirinted several times, yet the .August issue is 
completely out of print, and many orders could 
not be execnled. W’e have done our l)est but 
we could not overcome the piaper dil>iculty. I.asi 
month we far exceeded our k'ebruary printing 
when we also went right (Aiit of print, after a 
very big circulation. .\ similar fate befel onr 
June issue. 

In .November, FMO. we issued a s|>ecial appeal 
tor £*l.97l I Is. .VI. I.;ist month that deficit 
stood at £ I ,^2.^ lOs. *)d. d'he .August respon.'-e 
has btrn the liesi res|‘on>c so far. The matter 
i.> urgent and we <lo not want lo stoj> printing. 
\\ e .ilso want to list the donations received and 
end ihi- ap|>eal. Unless the sum ret^ucsted is 
received onr work must ^lop. At present we 
are staggering along. .\ Hirmingham working 
man comrade .sent almost anonymously, and 
\ery sim|)|y. Unly C.'larc .\nnesley sent £10. 
because >he lelt how urgent the .struggle 
towards pacilLm and lea.son ( nher comrades 
sent donations with -i)leiidid letters. A few 
v isited the ( icorge .'Street ;hoj». Many who 
c inld give liillc. .and some who conk! give 
nothing, either \vn»le or came in per-on to thank 
n tor »>ur work. The total return last month 
-1- Id. 'riiiv leaves the deficit at 

Tl./K() I t*. ,sd. stated last month, this is to 

make iqi the - a^ it *too<i in November. PMO. 
Since then ihere h.t- lx*en a steadv monthly 
11 we cm obtain the nm menti«ined we ‘ an carrv 
a Ion; lime witlmul making further 
appeals. W. h iU- i«i beg bn* comra<le> we must. 
'I‘hc work mutin W’ith.>ut vour ii.;:. diaf* 

H ; nn-e e :i ck* c d«c , ii. W’c aiH)k‘L i-c. 
but ’ * ’ 




















21 


THE WORD 


tint their acts liavc hecn in l>etrayal of the 
“ Cause r»f demncraev/’ whatever that phrase 
may mean, as the three prolaKoiiists oi flcmo- 
cracy we re the caste riiMeii society (»l iMjj'land. 
the crn'iiijit plutocracy <*f tln! I niled Slates, and 
the ro);(ue“l)anker hureaiicracy of I*ranee. lJul 
the collapse of I'raiice wa< inevilahle in 
ITtns eway was wrUten for publication in the Juno al»slaininj( from participation in the 


ON THE ROCKS AND 
WHY 

By C. H. NORMAN 


war. What hap)K,*ned in I*'ranee in 194f) w(»uld 


I8ti issue. The Soviet situation changed as we went 

to press and we held the essay over. The author ,r uji.i loic 

rrfst'e. rc ba iitdgecl by the fundamental principle he have happCMicd in I ranee in I ^14-1 ha<l it 
expounds ind is unwillins to change his writing to not l»cen for the enormous pressure jnil upon 
suit altered circumstances. Comrade Morman writes {,^.Yi^y,iuv and Austria hy the Ku.ssian Annies 

until the Hattie of the Marshes. /Ml the thanks 
that kussia received was to see her territorie.s 


with some authority on diplomacy and international 
rtiaticns, and his aiH-'roach merits thoughtful study. 
Yire puh!ts:i U as a contribution to the understanding 
of the present soiry political situation.— Ed.) 


partitioned and her revolution Idockaded and 
sabotaged 1>\ her allies, hVance and F.ngland, in 

I he writer cf this article i*» a survivor of the 1918-1920. It was natural for Stalin to decTmc 
snull minnritv of Kngiish people who were op- to pull the chestnuts out of the fire which was lit 
{H.>cd to the l-ansdiiWne-King Kdwanl XTl-Sir in Kurope In the mad act of guaranteeing tlie 
t'dv.anl I irey pfjlicy of the .\nglo-Prench £n/c///e' HoliMi frontiers as defined in 1919, a guarantee 
noi because of anv ho'.liliiy to France, but which was valuelesi) wilhoiit Kiissiail military 
l/ccau^e. on a lone view, that }>olicy was certain to support. Those who prate about the voice of 
produce the calamities which * have befallen the people controlling Ihiglish policy might tell 
Furopc since its initiation. It is also worth re- ns when the Hrilish people autlunised Mr. 
ni.rnilicring that llie latent hostility between Chainlierlain to enter upon such a .suicidal pact 
France and i iermany I which was deliberately a.s the one willi fVjland. 'I'he House rjf C Viinmons 
kepi alive by I'rench gangsters like C lcmenceaii, may have sanctioned or confirmed his act when 
iNiincare and t o., and fostered by Fnglishmen it could do nothing else; but the House of 
likr \V’in.st«'ll ( hiirchilJ. Leo .Ma.xse. and others id Commons was certainly never elected on such 
ihc iA:rut*] from FX)K till 1914). was not the only an issue. The House of ComiiKms has far ex¬ 
element contributing to the indaming of Furopcan ceeded any mandate granted by the people, and 
j><»litical .society in that jx;riod. d he Im|xrrialism most of its proceedings since 19.38 have been 
which has brought the f^>ritish I'mpire to its proceedings against the interests and welfare of 
pre-ent grave slate of jHrril began its acute dc- tho.se who in good faith elected it on quite other 
\eIopment with the bombardment of Alexandria, issues. .Moreover, those who had travelled in 
the stippres-.ion of Arabi I'asha, the bleeding of IVance in 1937. pos.sessed oi any kind of in.sight 
Kgypt at the instance of the i*mropean and I>ritish and feeling for atmosphere, knew well that the 
Um<iholder.s. ending with the catastrophe ot the cli(jue of politicians,, financiers and l.eft W^ing 
piraiical war. conduc^terl by “ methods of l>arbar- Jingoes whfi were clamouring for war again.st 
isin.*' as .sir Henry Campbell l»aiinerman the Nazi .system were totally un-represenlativc 
descrilicfl it. against the 'fransvaal and Orange of IVench opinion: just as are Ceneral de (/aulle 
}Vte State Republics. As the United Slates is and his farcical “ ITee I'rench ” movement lo- 
proclalnnng its humanitarian interest in the f|ay. The ITench women were wholly against 
-econd Ivjro]>c:in War it may l>c wimh noting any adventure of the kind. ]'ranee in 1914-1918 
ihat [)ollar Hiplomacy, as instanced b\ the^ use hacl bist 1.9f)f).(KK) dead out of an effective male 
made oj the sinking of The Maine" in military age populatioi! or about iO,(XX),000. Xo 
Havana HarUmr in justifying the predaO^ry war country could l>e expected to face such a blood- 
again>t Spain by the United States in 18^y8, and letting a .second time in 20 vears. Xoi the least 
the seizure of the Panama Province c>f the of the manv di.s-.services Mr. Winston Churchiil. 
Colombian Republic in 1904. was a mam prm- j,, a somewhat maleficent career, has committed 
ciple of the Anglo-American Inq^enalism against his countrv. was the way he mi.sled Mr. 
which has so largely led to the existing catas- Chamberlain and the Cnl.inet r.f thui Auxr r... tu.. 
trophic jiosition^'. 

1; i> fa'hirinablc for writers like Sir Robert 
N’ansittart, by distr^rting sfjnie matters and ignc/r- 
ing others, to throw the whole blame on the 
tierman race; Init the above brief recital of im- 
doubled historical facts, well within the memory 
of millions of peo}>le living, will demonstrate 
how unfounded ami ricliciilous such a view is. 


Passing t(/ more recent events, the terrible 
error •'onrimilied by the Allies in 1919-1920 was in 
^ ignc;ring the advice given by the Duke of Well- 


Chamberlain and the Cabinet of that day on the 
true attitude of hVance on the fierman que.stion. 

Another example of the incapacity of the pre¬ 
sent Prime Mini.ster and his colleagues was 
shown during the Kiis.so-lTnnish conflict. At 
that ]H:rU)(\ Ureat Hritain was being pushed bv 
these men iiuo war in aid of I'inland. Hut for 
tlie impossibility (,f reinlering effective aid to 
J'inland except with t4ie a.ssi.stancc of the Swedish 
State, (iTcat Hritain and h ranee would bmg ago 
have been involvctl by their respective govern¬ 
ments in war witli Russia over I'inland. (Jne 


ingtfin at the conclusion of the .\apolconic Wars ha.s only to examine the exi.^t^ng military position 
that not a b»<,i nf l•■^encIl territory was To be to reflect how much graver it would have U'Cn 
taken from I rance. The partition‘d of (iermany, had the (iermans been backed since 1940 bv ilie 
Aurlria-Hungarv. I'.ulgaria and Turkey, which active strength of Rus.sia. It is not going tor) 
were iTn|>o>ed r,n the detealerl in V)V), had no far tr> assume that the l^riii>li lanpire by now 
niriral. rM:r)immic r>r prdilical jusiificatirni. /\ccr>m- wouhl have k*en closr* on destruction Had 
pained as they were by the partition of l<u.s.sian Hiis.sia clio.sen to regard the action*-* r>f * Pritain 
terntorie-anrj a campaign, engineered anrl carrierl ami f Vaiice in the l•innish War as a casux belli 
rm without the cr/nsenl of the Hr^use rif Comnmns no one could have been surprised at tint result 
by Mr. Wimton (.hurchill against the Ibdshevik r.f the mi.splacerl l>elligerencv shown bv'the Hri- 
K* volution, they were the height of insanity, fr)r tisli and I Venrh Parliaments'during that time 
It v\;jd certain ah anything could be that, unices 

V further disastrous error of jurlgment mav 


tho'ie partitions were revokerl hy agreement, tin; 
en<.-my of 1914, Uermany, ami the friend rn' 191 t. 
H‘i->sia. svriuhl unite against l»ritain and I'lancc 
t</ ’’hatter tho.se juirlilions and repudiaU* the 
document - which were their sanctifMi. (iermany 
and kuH^ia waited from 1919 till 19.CV Init neither 
Lngland. IVance, nor the Uragiie of .\alir>ns 
Miejnj/ted to pul into force the clause.- in tho 
4 reatif providing for their revision, .should a 
d«! ,.:iTjd iitY revision Ik; made. I he partitioned 
•ountries (a fact carefully crimruled from tin- 
Ivnglish iK:o[il‘';, D'gan a'^king for rrvi^ion in 
192.3 

It is roinplained against the \ ichy Hmerii 


1 . . wi niav 

’‘i ’‘■■‘I’."* l'"-‘ l>IfHka<lc adr.ntcl l/v 

( Inirclnll C„. |„ the nin.-tic-.s an .American 

naval <a|.tatn. Captain .Mahan, i.htaincd >otnc 


in 
rmie 

everal psemlo- 
a certain type of 


rqiiitation by the production ot 
hisiorical work !>cloved by 

■•nnwnc.l of whiVh was 
Inlluciuv of .-Nc-i I'owir upon llis- 
lory. I h.- l,ook is (ill,;,I will, the niost absurd 
fallac.-s ,„ reasomnir ;,n,| has I.een heav ily .-rili- 
• iscl on ihe icelnn.al side hy so,nc lapancse 
nava ur,.c, ,.: Inn i, „n,s, I, . ,'„,f,,scd (hi hook 
iM Kept hold in I ..S.A. am 
ciicles, with ihe nielancholv 
iKrfore the wakhing world. ' 



1 n.;' Irri)»«^f Mii'fli >t\ 
i:i^<l> ^ *1 h\ ,ei H'lj/iii 

li r‘r i III .1! t uil i< 


th«* r»»io <l y, ■ 

tl.*!*- fk tc, the e«|ifnf 

(' 11 .N 1 


Hrilish nava 
results which are 
.1 '» Ihe hook "trcnglh- 

•< IS icpnlalion hy th,- apparent iusiilicalion 
••rh'Uincnt „, the cfTcvtiv.-nc-s of the block 
Ihf ade of i ,.;r,nany in IPO 1 P 1 «, l!ul the ,|eductio,,. 


drawn fr<nn the .\;,|K,lconic \V 


ar are .imtc un- in recent tiine=. 


sound so far a.s ihe hlockadc of Jcngland is con- 
ceriicd, as at that time tlie blockade was only 
trail'c blockade, because J-Jigland war. self 
supporting then in flic malkT of food, only 
having a population of aknil eleven niillions, 
4 he contentions of Cajdain Mahan are only 
.sound if till' blockading power ha.s <vv'ci vs helming 
naval slrenglh at its command, and if the 
blockaded power is exceplionally dei)endent op 
other slates for variou.s articles of neces.sity in 
war lime. 4Te po.silion in the War of 19.39 
is quite different in that respect to the position 
in the War of 1914-1918 when the Idockade wa.s 
utilised to enforce the Peace 4‘ernis on Oermany, 
Aii.stria. and olher .stales. Then the blockade wa.s 
conducted by llie joint efforts of the British, 
I'rencli, Italian, Kus.sian, Japane.se, l/nited Stales 
arul other fleets, which were able to ojxrrate with 
much more elasticity than is pos.sible 'to-day. 
Al.so those fleets were not subject to air attack 
to anything like the extent that the fleets of to- 
(lav are. VV4ial i.s the comparative situatirm 
now? 4'he i'»ritish JTeet has harl the partial 
assistance of the I'Vench ami the L'nitcd Stalc.s 
Meets for a .short period. 4'he Italian, j‘'rench, 
ami Japane.se h'leels are to-day not available at 
all bill contain within them the pos.silnlilies of 
use against l»rilain should the United States 
become a full belligerent. 4'he P>rilish i'leel also 
has been helpcrl by the Dutch h'leet and several 
smaller naval units. Uennahy started the war in 
19.^9 at a relative naval rlisadvarilagc a.H com¬ 
pared with her strength in 1914, as, owinjj to 
loyal adherence tr> the Anglo-( lerman Naval 
4*realy lA 19.35, the tierman iTeet had not main- 
lainerl its proiK>rtionate [)ower in effective naval 
units. .Against that, however, there i.s the curious 
fact that every merchant .ship over .3000 tons 
sailing the .seas in peace time is carrying as part 
of its cargr> goods destined directly or indirectly 
for Fnglaml. In the war of 1914-1918, the small 
maritime natimis, Norway, Denmark, .Sweden, 
Holland and (ircece were neutral. Four of these 
countries have been involved in the present war, 
with the result that there has been a tremendous 
lay-up of merchant .shipping which did not occur 
in the last war. Then *1 here has been the jxjlicy 
of scuttling shi|)S which is a new factor in re¬ 
ducing available tonnage, coml)ined with the cir¬ 
cumstance that the P>ritish naval authorities have 
embarked on the destruction of hostile shipping 
by submarine and other methods not adopted in 
the last war. So the wastage of merchant 
shipping tonnage, for many reasons, has been .so 
far projK)rtionalely on a greater scale in this war 
than in 1914-1918. Ishould Russia' and Japan, 
both ot which have powerful submarine tlcets, 
enter the war on the (ierman side, all the theories 
ot ( aptain .Mahan, which are the governing 
factor in the naval strategy of Mr. Churchill and 
his advisers, will collapse completely in their 
application, as they have shown every sign of 
doing since the withdrawal of the I'Vench .Vavy 
Irom active opcration>. 

1 ncirlenially. one ma\' ol;.ser\c that Pmfess^jr 
P*ee.s|y, in his essay on the growlli and use of 
Hrilish .'^ea Power, in tlie series of cs.says on 
International Pf»lilics, issuecj by tlie Positivist 
.'^oeiely in the eighlie>. i.*^ \er\ culling ami sar¬ 
castic .about the Fnglish .attitude on the alleged 
l>enefieial results of the F.ngiish ma.stcry of the 
.sea. .A jH)werful naval .shij/ capturing a mer¬ 
chant ves.sel on its noble avocation of trans|xjrt- 
ing’ mcrchandi.se and food from one part of the 
world to .amUlier is floing m>thing more than 
acting as the armed highwayman who held up 
the citizen on Hounslow Heath and robbed him 
of all he possessed. 4'he merchant .^hip is liclp- 
Ic.ss under the ; 4 iins of the battleship or cruiser 
which may be it.s captor and ha^ no option but 
to follow the directions of tlie naval commander. 
It is a little strong for a countrv which ha.s 
s|K;cia]i-ed in that kind of warfare to pride it.self. 
as hngl.imi alw'ay> floL^, upon i?-* meritorious 
condui t in international jxilicy; in fact it is luim- 
nug irom beginning to end. In that j>articular 
ess.iy, 1 Votes or P»ec.sly quoted the wtirds under 
the |K)rlrait of 14tl hanging in the Guildhall : 

I re.sentcd by the merchant- of the C'ity of 
UukIoii in recognition of ;\Ir. Pill*- txdicy in ad¬ 
vancing the trade and commerce of U>ndoii by 
vsar. Pcrha|)s there ir a f erfairi Xemcsl^ in 
what has befalb-n the Huildhali and that i>ortrait 










77/a; It uffD 


T? !-h to the |i.»nkcr*fu\, ihv event^ <»t 

the <la\ w >uh! that ihi jH>\vcr «•( the 

Stale »^<.*r the ituliv: iual ha^ inerea^eil lo ^uch 
an cMvtu t=- it the h nelish and l’.nr<»|)e;m |»e<j|»)cs 
hue | 7 av:??call\ reverter! to a stale ot .slavcrv, 
ihr lc\clol>inent «d air wartare In really c\idencc 
vhe hieakil'isvn ot the Mate in it*' primary 
,p^*os 4 at!on oi protectinK the individual citizen in 
S:re of war Xutwilh^tandinK the ^acrihee of 
hdi h^^ imr'nie. notwrthstandinj; military and 
IrrduNtrial o tTiplion, nniwith^tandinji the dc 
struts lion oi every kind oi guarantee from the 
Oreat Charter, the I’ctition of Right atui Habeas 
Corpus, the individual citizen must look after 
hirn^ell. hi> family and his property in air war¬ 
fare. Ail the |M>wcr of the State has not pre¬ 
vented the Temple and many part.-* of the City 
*»: London being reduced to ruins, while the 
rrsuahies among the civil |K»pulation have 
reached a hgure never touched in modern war- 
* Mr Churchill and Sir Archibald Sinclair 


I / -1. I I. .... ii... ....../.f monihi, thruo monlhi, ilx monthi, but collapte in 

a.ntrol <>( aKiiculHiic- l.y in<liiMry. llic roi ti<.l of Mrlaln. 


Kccitrd, (/la .row, -kUr 22rid, VfM ) 
Six iiioiiiIj lab r, iianu ly, fVliruHry. llii I f. 


trade by gold, the control of the seas by itn* 
blockade are the tltrec things which the llritiHli 
Umpire, the Lnited Slates and Holland (through 
the l>ulch Indies stand for in the <*yes of 

l'.uro|>c and all those three things ;ire anathema ., . 

t.> till- cili/ciis of luiroK', who hclieve they r< |.rc •>' ni.i The ( hnsUnu '-rM l■.vcryonc ki...w^ 

‘ • I 1 . I .• ' IlOU lie inailc invesimefils that coiitradicfCfJ hir 

sent reaction and dcgr.ulalion. nroiihecM- a‘ t(. tlie I'ud of the world, and from lime 


w.'ic idaiming to hririK oiii flic AV/i' l.cader in a new 
and improved form ! * 

Tint IK very much lik^ the prophet iiaxter, who 


may tell us. with glib assurance, that “the R.A.I*. 
ha> Command of the air. ” just as the same gentle¬ 
men and others tell us that * the T/ritish Navy 
has command of the sea.s." hut one can only 
wonder at the surprising results to the British 
people of these boasts and vaunlings. Mr. 
Churchill told the people when he was first 
Lord of the Admiralty in the autumn of 19.Vy 
that the C-boat menace was umler control; but 
in 1941 the losses by C-boal activity remain as 
great as ever. Ft may l>e unkind to recall these 
statements to memory, but tlic fad that they can 
be made. >o recklessly and wantonly, is the best 
evidence of the defective judgment of those in 
command of high matters at the present time. 
It was Mr. Churchill’.s (iovernment which insti¬ 
tuted the campaign of night-bfjmbing against 
(iermany after the Dunkirk evacuation. Then 
the people were told that the (ierman Air Hjrce 
could not engage in night borribing with any 
efficiency, as they had not been trained in that 
regard. It was an insane pr/licy to begin, con¬ 
sidering how inferior in nuniF>ers the Hritish Air 
Force was to the Derman Air I'*orce. The fad 
that the fkrrman Air H>r‘ie, with its overwhelm¬ 
ing superiority in numbers, was pradically in¬ 
active in air attack'-^ on I'.ngland (except on 
naval and military .•.Ution.sj from September 
to September 1940 was evidence that the 
f/ennan (^iovernment had no desire t/> engage 
upf/n unrestrided air warfare till challengerl by 
the I'lnglish campaign of night bombing. ItHs 
absurd to excuse the ivnglish night bombing />ii 
the principle that the l 7 nglish Ixmilis arc only 
directed against military objectives. Night 
Uiinbing on either >ide is subject to the handicap 
that the objedive cannot I/e seen with any accur¬ 
acy whether the objedive be f/n (icrnian (ir 
liritish s^/il, as the -.hadc*^ of darkness arc a** 
neutral as the m^>/inlight in li^/th countries. 

It i-.. apparently, admitted l>v Mr. Churchill in 
recent sf/ecche^ that the liritish f/er/plc have l/een 
led by him and his colleague-, into such a sad 
plight that the f/nly ho|/e of mrvival or succe.ss 
is fhrr/ugh the active intervention of the Lnited 
Slate*^, which i* still .i little coy at being invited 
into the daughter-house. It must l/e pointed out 
that thin calculation i^ a- dcfeilive as the rest 
of .'vir. CJhurchil)*-. estimate, have heen. It is 
tni*- that the intervention of the Lnited State- 
in the war of 1914-1918 was as decisive as the 
blockade in defeating the (Germans then P.ul 
there was no ix/-sibihty in 1917 f/f any countcr- 
uK/ve by (krrmany to American intervention. 

I hat IS not the pf/siiic/n on this occasion The 
yjdorv of Flu and the Holy Alliance against 
-kapoleon and the principles of tfie FTench’F<ev- 
olution established reaction in ILuroiy for over 
half-a-century That will not U- allowed to 
hap^n m 1941 or 1942 or I9.s2. or wheneve 


It is well therefore that the Mritish people 
should understand clearly what a catastrophe 
may lx; lying ahead i>f them shr»uld this war 
continue on the present lines of policy, which is 
based upon some fantastic idea of iin[iOsing upon 
F'.uropc some .system of government which is 
wholly discrediteil m the countries of origin 
judging by the refusal of mcr .‘iO per cent, of the 
population to excrci‘*e the franchi.se. All 
attempts in the past to impo.se systems of govern¬ 
ment on powerful .States by means of war have 

failed completely and there is certainly no .sign . . , 

that the present crusade against what is called ^ factual moral. -Ld. 

.National Socialism is likely l/i have any greater 


I»roplicci. „ . .. 

10 time, advanced the dale of luV propliecio., when 
tlicir fulfilmenl failed. .S|/t*aking in lln: .Ifou’e of 
C'onmion**, on .April 8 , 19J2, .Vlaxloii made another 
try. lie sai<l:- 

I boliovo It will crash within moasurahle time, 
bacauso I do not think that anything that we are 
doing now will do more than postpone the inevitable 
act. 

(Hansard, .April 8, OA. 470.) 

The " tZt'O, thrive or .ux wonllu ^ of .Au|(u^t, 1931, 
gave jdace to the w'i.^c vaguene's of within measut’ 
able time " of April, 1932. 

Thi% i*^ not an attack on .\Faxton, It in an interest- 
ing, illuminating and quaintly amurdng record of fact. 


success. 

The madness of warfare as a method of 
achieving any result when powerful combina¬ 
tions arc engaged on both side.s cannot belter l>c 
demonstralccl than by the following (juotation of 
the lines put on the grave.sjde of Rupert lirooke, 
the young iliglish poet, w'ho died in the (ircek 
island of Scyros w'hile on service with the Navy 
during the last war, 1914-1918. This is a trans- 
lalifin of the Oeek inscription w'rittcn hy tl'e 
(ircek interpreter with the F^/ritish forces and 
placed on the cross of the grave : 

" Here lie.s llie servant of (iod, .Sub-I.icuten- 
anl in the llritish Navy, who died for the de¬ 
liverance of Constantinople from the Turks.” 

Constantinople is still in the hands of the 
F urks who are mudi-couricd as a possible ally 
by the liritish Combination in the present war! 


Dear .Sir,— I wa** sent two copies of the June i^sue 
of your admirable paj/er, The tVord, some little time 
hack- F had not heard of The lizard till then, 'i'hanlc 
you lor it. I MjpjK/ni* ytnir open letter to Vv'jnston 
t.’hurchill is not |/rinte/i a.n a ieaFlet, 

Yours faithfully, 

lX)ROTHY HOF.MS- 

I^aih, .Augum 6, 



In*;ir Sir,—Will you ph'Hse he go/nl eiuiugli to ;*erif| 
me the Augiift IVont and the Duke of mwlford'- 
Tarlunurnt and Teacc. .Si-trinj/ the n;*me, (iuy A. 
•XPIred, like ohi tiuuM when I to listen 

to hitit in Hroekw'1‘11 Park, l/<indon. 

Vour>» for u bit of -unity. 

. W. A. ChKATWDOD. 

Stc;nehoii«f*, (ilftn ^ .\ugu*«i 7. 


Dear .yhlreil,— I'jea-e forwarri to an ohI eomrade a 
'opy of 7/// If ttrtl. ^ oij may not rernemlMT my name 
hut we were faithful eoajra^ie- ia re-.i/.|iin» miniari-^m 
dunn;/ tin* 1!M I Is war. 

Voiir eomraMe in the »»tniggle. 

. r. W. CAhTKH. 

Hilhng4or», .\uguM 7. 


iJear Comrade Editor,- .A H.C, I have read many 
alphabets, political, religious, militarist, anti-militarist. 

Hut I think we might have a "Communist" one, 

•A B.C—A Burlesque Communist. Just now vve are 
enjoying the tragedy of the burlesque. 

I listened lo a *' Communist " meeting recently, F 
was amused at the cross-examination of the C^^^ 
s|Hraker hy a j/ciorly-clad passer-F)y. IFe put tlirce 
scric- of questions: — 

(1) Flow' could the victory of Kussia and Firitain 
secure a lasting peace, if Russia really stood for 
Sociali'.m, and Britain remained capiialistic. Was 
not Communism diametrically opposed to Capitalism? 

Had the speaker forgotten about .Archangel, Kolt- 
ebak, etc ? 

(2) Why had the .Mo.scovv broa/lcasts dropped 
playing the Internationale? ‘ Why did these broad¬ 
cast* no longer mention the need for the triumph 
of " fTommunism " throughout the world? 

(3) The Daily tVorkcr was suspended for critici-- ^ j 
ing the f/overiiment. The C.F^. no longer wishes lo 
criticise the war or the pursuit of war. Ft is now 

in with the Government and is prepared to dubb all 
Kynnine critic<> of the (/overnment and the war, 
l*'ift4"olumnists. N it necessary, in the interests of 
fruili, to withdraw the -suspension? 

1 do not bclicVc in any j/aper toeing suppressed and 
I am not rlcfending the suppre:>sion of the Daily 
IVorkcr in repeating those questions. Nor docs the 
( .]*. suffer much from the suppression, for it lias 
other puhlieations which circulate quite widely and 
^erve as a substitute for the ITorker. I repeal the 
question- because they raise pc/ints of interest. 

Yours in .Socialist Unity, 

fi CAl.DWEFT. 

• dasgow, .Angu*! II. 


I tear (»uy, bunny, but 1 <|on’t seem to l/e disturbed 
Bear romrade,-! want to .av that I .ppreeiate voiir for a year, to cure 

work for paejfi.^iii ami ami n-go'l that* mv • * know that it is iur the cause of 

ao-?i«ijn* of ak-»i/.tam'i- it- m, littli.. With tin* mofif I'^^vnism. I am iniK/cenl of any crime againsi the moral 
fraternal of go/nl w'i^lie*, natural law. If refusal to he medically examined 

Voor* fraternally, i»urpo*e eilhcr c»f becoming cannon fodder, or 

, DBOlnn; WHJ.IX.M,** /^t'ducing another man to such, merit*^ imprisonment, 

.Mamdo-Htor, Augu-i * then demoeracy «loc^ m.t exist f(»r me. 1 could weep 

at lime- when 1 think of the (diiirch upholding 
iX'iir foii.ni.l.. you i.n. . . . ii.. tltiirrhmtii wIk. |,ay 



IKICK S( A .S'I,.AN 


Ihc <J,r. ision iriay lake place in a collapv.l Icurone 
at.<i A.nerua. a, it ic plain that Kuysi,., Jap.-.p 
k ranee, Halj a.ul f iermany, p|u, 

fh ''a 'S’ aJ'- tcrtnine<l on ‘.ecinij 
liat the AnKlo-Amen|.an-f;ut.h plutocracy win 

'i'" ' '' '•’‘cniHc.l ov.-r 

the world for tlie past Keventv vi-cirk 'i i,,.. ■ 


''‘r" ...Ki ituT.. .1,,,,!.... i-A 

-«.lu..o, of I'iM .V,.■.lilori,,l A"KII-I H. 

iT'okilie 'wi.Tf7,'| ';<•;•/ 0„„ra.k. AMrcI.-^l'lcas, 

ill 5 , ''t/* a- a token of grKidwill 0 

imiy I..- =>".'1 .l'»I>cr, Tlw 

V.oulil I,; 'n"Mi,r,i|Il ' V'"' yitr", lli’cri' ll‘c title ot llic paper i- very apt aiK 

» I • 1 .n Ho Hon! for Hrpirmh.T, ItUO. K‘ve to the j/eoph- /7o« li'ord, Ihe "TRITII" 

fraornally, Your (‘ornradrs. of the Ashton I'acifisi firo 


i-asc aceejil llii.-c small gift 
•ward*- your movement 


and elniicc, 
ecking fr/ 


Edmonton, SAf, .tuly ‘Jii, 




roup. 


.H, lit:,,: 

prepared to /ace /«Kain'.‘‘^donithn^ 
rx<iirrcd 


y,j' »>• imtorlunale le,„|,:ncy of I I f 
l<a,|e,,, Jame. a, spoken hohlly aKains, ,|,y 


, , WII.I.IAM lOHNSff.S fSe.relary), 

Ashtoii.-in-.Makerrield, 19.8.-11 


K.u,rc,l after l'y|8 of liuro,. hy .he a" 
u.;en- an plulo'racy, whuh rc-Ju.cl the Cy,,': , , 
l.uroi^an ^a^anlry to a lower Mandar',, o I'l 
than that obtaining m the .Middle Apev. "• 


-ar. and „n lad.alf of -onscieidiouv T, io^" a’’, 

P i ’ n" "f Com.non- W- rero , i 

Ilfi J% a»ts. 4 J i t/«'fa • .f. 


I'Fpj 


''' V' « -l-ec l, i„ 

fitilo K«hroMrv.''MWj’' lb*^aVf| ‘J^pilalism not Jaf/r 

Th.y may po.tpnn.' II;; Ir'a^r. 
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MONDAY : Group Meeting 

THURSDAY : Study Circle 

SUNDAY ; Lecture 

Mecting-i Commence at 7.50 p.m. 
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JUDGE BURGIS 


\\V.liK-N.la>. July I, i'raiik- Motoalic, 
poultry tarmcr. Hrailsliaw Street, Xelson. a 
ineiuher oi the I.L. 1\, aiul an Atheist, was 
resisterctl l»y the I’resion 'rrihunal as a eonseien- 
tious ohjector. on etjiulition tliat lie divl whole- 
time laiul or civil dotenee work. .Metcalfe said 
that he opposed war :ind miliiarv service on 
lalional. lunnaniiarian. and social grounds, 

1 he chairman. Jiuli'e Burgis. said that Met- 
ealfe had a depraved type of conscience. 

On Thursday. June ‘k the Manchester 
1 rihunal registered for combatant military 
service, FMiilip Shelmerdine, of W’ihnslow. Shel- 
nierdine was converted to C atholicism in 1934 
and i> al>o a mcmlier ot the British lAiion of 
l’a>cisis. Shelmerdine opposed war until the 
collapse ot I rance. He then became willing to 
soUlivr to deiend the country. But he was in- 
lerneil under ISB. Recently he was released. 
He was unwilling to .soldier now because of the 
invasion of Russia. He .said that, as a C'atholic, 
acemding to the hiQM Rapal encyclical, a C atholic 
could not collaborate with Communi.sts or Com¬ 
munism in any way. which makes nonsense to 
our mind. Shemerdine was bitter about his ISB 
internment. Here is the discussion between 
ap[>ellant and chairman on this j)oint : — 

."^helmcydine: Do you not think that in a 
democratic country a man should have the 
opportunity to answer the charges brought 
against him.’ 

Judge Burgis : Xot if it is against the safety 
of the State. 

W’e think Judge Biirgis’s remarks in Met- 
calles case argues a bias against Atheism, 
though he granted exemption. W’e do not think 
Shelmerdine is a real conscientious obiector, but 
we consider that Judge Burgis made an iniudicial 
and illegal reply to his question. Shelmerdine 
was right and Burgis was wrong, utlcrlv andun- 
forgiveably wrong. His was the reply of inquisi-' 
tors, tyrants, and persecutors down the ages. A 
man with the mind ot Burgis ought not to seek 
a place in such ranks; for he- has recorded 
remarkiddy just and painstaking decisions. His 
reply disgraced his better. Juridical self. 

1 he same day as the Shelmerdine lapse, Burgis 
made comment on the case of Arnold Baker, 
clerk, of Rosamond Street, Bolton, who was 
granted exemption by the tribunal on December 
20. lO.V). In January, 1941, when the Battle of 
the .Atlantic was at its height. Arnold voluntarilv 
joined the Liverpool steamer. I'.urglochus, as a 
w riter. h'ourteen days later, on its first trip out, 
the ship was shelled off the Azores by a (ierman 
surface raider. C)f the 80 men in the steamer, 
im»re than .^0 died. Viiung Arnold was on the 
bridge when the attack was made, voluntarilv 
keeping h>yk-oul with the chief officer, Mr. john 
Maedregor. 

When C’hairman Burgis obtained news of the 
event he sought information from the chief 
officer, and received a long reply, which he read 
at the publie sitting of the Manchester Tribunal 
on July 9. W’e (|uote part of .Mr. John Mac- 
t Iregor’s letter : 

Dear Sir,—1 am in receipt of your letter in w^ilch 
you ask me to tell you of Arnold Baker's closing part 
in life. This I am honoured to do, although he bore 
such a wonderful Christian character that my words 
will never express the feeling I have in my heart for 
the youth who showed such wonderful courage and 
bravery In face of death without a single thought for 
himself. I knew that this young man was given un¬ 
conditional exemption. . . . 

When our ship was attacked with unbelievable 
brutality, Baker, who soon after leaving home had 
expressed his willingness to keep a look-out, waft on 
the bridge with me but on the opposite side. Salvoes 
and guns of heavy calibre wore firing from very close 
range. The bridge was struck and Baker noticed 
that the wheel had boon left unattended. He im 
mediately Informed me of the fact and said, “ | sha i 
take it if you show mo what to do." | wont into nsn 
wheclhouse and explained to him and ho staved 
the wheel until our stooring-goar was wrecked Ho 
then asked if there was anything else he oouhZ do 
So I told him to make for his boat as the bridge w^^i 
being shelled. At this point I was wounded, and i 
learned on Inquiry that Baker was killed soon after 
ho left the bridge. He certainly fulfilled his nrom 
to pull his weight and died a wonderful example ‘o 
courage and bravery. vA«mpio ot 


liulgc Burgis commciUfd : 

No words of mine are adequate to describe the 
grandeur of this young man’s courage or the magni- 
ftconce of his devotion to duty. One can only con¬ 
template his conduct with silent reverence. His life 
and his death are the clearest justiheation of the 
privilege which Parliament has granted to con¬ 
science.” 

In this case. Judge Burgis, by insisting on full 
publicity of the facts, and the terms and toncs of 
hi.s comment, did justice to himself and to his 
onice. 


C.O. MICE, 1941 

Section 13 of tiie National Service (Armed 
horces) Act, 1939, contains a provision designed 
to prevent any repetition of the “cat-and-moii.se” 
treatment of conscientious objectors which dis¬ 
graced the administration of the British Alilitary 
Ser\’ice Acts during 1916-1919. This provision 
gives to any man who through failure to estab¬ 
lish his objection before a tribunal tinds himself 
in the position of a disobedient soldier, and is 
sentenced by court-martial to three months’ or 
more impri.sonment. the right to have his case 
reheard by the Appellate Tribunal with a view to 
his discharge from the Army if he .succeeds in 
establishing his case. 

I he VVar Office has sent round to all com¬ 
mands for the information of presidents of 
courts martial several documents which make 
this position clear. Several courts martial ignore 
these instructions, and make a practice of giving 
cithei long sentences ot detention or sentences of 
imprisonment less than three months, the latter 
e\ en for second and third olfences. Hither 
(lepnves ll,_e C.f). of the right of appeal, since 
tletenlion, even two years in diiration, does 
not 111 la\v count as imprisonment. 

Tn justification of a short sentence it is argued 
that the award is such as would have been given 
to any soldier committing a similar offence. The 
argument is unconvincing, because in 1916. when 
no right of appeal depended on the length of 
sentence awarded, conscientious objectors w'ere 
regularly charged not with simple disobedience 
hut with “disobedience in such n manner as to 
slKAV wilful defiance of authoritv." Courts 
martial experienced, at that time, no'compunction 
111 awarding up lo two yeans’ impri.sonment in 
such cases. 

henner lirockway has directed the attention of 
the Secretary of State for VVar to the ca.ses of 
more than seventy men who have failed to obtain 
a quahtying ,sentence at their first court martial, 

01 whom fitteen faded similarlv at their second 
cour martial As IVincipal G. H. Sutherland, 

>1 iVilton Mall, .Manchester, remarks, either 
p^sidents ot courts martial do not read the War 

tio w.. informa- 

h oi they deliberately ignore them. 


UNITARIANISM AND WAR 


'‘CHRISTIANITY AND COMPROMISE.” 

” We share to-day the life of a world at war. Our 
personal life is so bound up with the life of society 
as a whole that there is nothing that we can do to 
isolate ourselves from it. ... We are all of us in¬ 
volved in the guilt and the responsibility which rest 
upon the world for the evil and devastation from 
which men are suffering. . . . 

” What, then, can we do? People say sometimes 
that because we are involved to a greater or less 
extent in the war-effort (if only through our contri¬ 
bution to the revenue), therefore we should not 
attempt in any measure to stand aside. ... Is that 
so? Are we of necessity involved, not merely In the 
partial compromise which is forced upon us by our 
membership of a community at war, but in an inner 
ijompromise of idea and principle, and in the active 
support of war which that entails? 

“It does not follow in the slightest degree. The 
hrst necessity which arises from the acceptance of 
common guilt is the necessity of repentance. If we 
feel in our very souls ‘ the measureless shame and 
humiliation of bur race ’ involved in the wrong and 
inhumanity of war, we must first of all repent of that 
wrong and inhumanity. ‘ We must save the wbrid’s 
honour (Bernard Shaw once said, speaking of social 
wrong), if we are to save our own.’ How can we 
‘ save the world’s honour ’ to-day? Not, surely, by 
giving our free and willing consent to the desolation 
which defiles it. To save the world’s* honour, we 
must erect the standard of a higher conscience. We 
must erect the standard of the Law of Christ, which 
bids us overcome evil with good.” 

~Rer. Sidney Spencer at Hope Street Church, 
Liverpool, Sunday evening, June 15///. 
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“ V ” FOR VICTORY. 

V A great deal of childish nonsense is being talked 
and written, just now, about a ” V ” sign. The 
underlying idea is ancient, ancient as the race. It 
belongs to the darkest of the dark ages, when ignor- 
fear, and fear evolved superstition, and 
superstition evolved the mascot for protection—as 
?,J'Sht shoe will Induce the callosity on 
the foot familiarly known as a corn! There are 
plenty of empty-headed people to-day who fill the 
vacuum abhorred by nature with a stock of prepos- 
touching wood to avoid ill 
spilt salt over the shoulder to neut- 
inducing another person to 
article one has dropped, so that one’s 
go^ luck may not fail! There is some danger 
looking at the new moon through 
glass, faithfully observed by a short-sighted friend nf 
m own, till one night, after removing hifglasses to 
ri crescent-orb according to the ritual, he was 

^ immobilised by a lamppost! So with the 
c/atnc horror of the times is such that our 

people must enjoy some kind of 
light diversion, and catering for the sunerstitimic 
rr!?n luvolves no inconvenience of rationing. The 
and rife, and, particularly in war time 

might have annexed the Sign of the Cross * ^ 

noh .stu,t mhman) I huroh. I.iverhool. 
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CHURCHILL’S 1925 QUESTION 

“SHALL WE ALL COMMIT SUICIDE?” 

Ml, W’lnsion Cluirchill, ihc present Prime 
Minister, wrote an article umler this heauin^, 
" SiioH ir * .\(: i 'nnnit Suic'ulc. ’ in P 

is puhlisheP itt his M>lume entitleii / houijhts 
. iitivntuf’cs. 

In his essav. Mr. CTuirchill tells us what lie 
thinks Wv)uKl liave ha|)pene(l if the war hail con* 
linucil for another year. This is the lotecasl . 

The campaign of the year 1919 would have 
witnessed an immense accession to the power or 
destruction. 

“ Had the Germans retained the morale to make 
good their retreat to the Rhine, they /vould have 
been assaulted in the summer of 1919 with forces 
and by methods incomparably more prodigious than 
any yet employed. 

•• Thousands of aeroplanes would have shattered 
their cities. Scores of thousands of cannon would 
have blasted their front. 

** Poison gases of incredible malignity, against 
which only a secret mask (which the Germans could 
not obtain In time) was proof, would have stifled all 
resistance and paralysed all life on the hostile front 
subjected to attack. No doubt the Germans, too, 
had their plans. But the hour of wrath had passed. 
The signal of relief was given, and the horrors of 
1919 remained buried in the archives of the great 
antagonists.’* 

Churchill fell that a second h'uropeaii war 
must come out of the W‘r.sailles peace, lie says : 

“ The causes of war have been in no way removed; 
indeed they are In some aspects aggravated by the 
so’callod Peace Treaties and the reactions follow¬ 
ing thereupon. 

“ Two mighty branches of the European family 
will never rest content with their existing situation. 

“ Russia, stripped of her Baltic power, will, as 
the years pass by, brood incessantly upon the wars 
of Peter the Great. 

“ From one end of ‘Germany to the other an 
intense hatred of France unites the whole population. 
The enormous contingents of German youth growing 
to military manhood year by year are Inspired by 
the fiercest sentiments and the soul of Germany 
smoulders with dreams of a war of liberation or 
revenge.” 

” These ideas arc restrained at the present 
moment only by physical impotence. 

” France is armed to the teeth. 

” Germany has been to a great extent disarmed 
and her military system broken up. 

•• The French hope to preserve this situation by 
their technical, military apparatus, by their shield 
of fortresses, by their black troops and by a system 
of alliances with the smaller Slates of Europe; and 
for the present at any rate overwhelming force is 
on their side. 

” But physical force alone, unsuctnined by vjorid 
opinion, affords no durable foundation for security. 

” Germany Is a far stronger entity than France 
.'uul cannot bo kept in permanent subjugation.” 

C'lnirchill addrc'sscd llu*sc clear lliouf^hls Id all 
ihosi.*. wlu) 

” wish to spare their children torments and 
disasters compared with which those we have 
suffered will bo a pale preliminary.” 


NEW ZEALAND CONCHIES 

'I'Ik* Xf\s Zealand roufjjre^alional I'nion dis 
ciis.i-fl, in t.‘ommitlee. on rhur.sday. .March l.V 
the ipieslion of conscientious objectors. It 
adof^led the foil(»\vin^ statement, which was 
accepted hy the Assemhly. as the olheial pro- 
noiuvement of the Congregational C.'hr.rch in 
New Zealand •)n tlu nihjeci of con cieiua* ; 

“ The assembly affirms the right of the sincoro 
objector *q combatant or other military service to 
sympuinctic hearing by an appeal board, upon which 
should sit at least one person competent to under¬ 
stand the religious or other scruples of the objectors. 

•• Further, the assembly urges that ministers and 
other loaders of its churches, should do all in their 
power to assist sincere conscientious objectors 
among their people when called upon both by advice 
and testimony at the hearing before the board. In 
the event of an appeal being dismissed after duo 
hearing, further dealings with such objoctor shall 
bo In the hands of the civil and not military authori¬ 
ties. 

“Thr a-^iombly supports the right of the Govern¬ 
ment to demand alternative service at u rate of 
pay not higher than that of men In the forces from 
men whose religious scruples are regarded as valid 
by an appeal board.” 
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THE PEACE CHARTER 

The Duke of Bedford’s Views 


I'o the luiitoy, 

Sir. Mr. Churchill and PresidcMit Koo.scvclt 
have made a slatcincnl uf their peace aims m 
very j:;cneral terms, but it their words are not 
accompanied by deeds, the value ol the statement 
will. I fear, be small. 

Who will trust the sincerity of our claim to 
“ respect the rig:ln of all peoples to clumse the 
form of crovernment under which they will live 
as long as thousands of Indian Nationalist 
leaders are kept in prison.’' 

Who will have conlidcnce in .President Roose¬ 
velt’s power to increase the economic properity 
of FNirope unless he has first shown himself will¬ 
ing and able to offend Wall Street by inslituiing 
those reforms of the monetary system which can 
remove poverty from the l^S.A.--thal country 
of va.st potential wealth? 

W’hal is the use of saying that we will 
endeavour " with due respect to our existing 
ohlii^alions to further the enjoyment of all states 
of access on ecpial terms to the trade and raw 
materials of the world ”? Our “ existiiii* ohlij^a- 
lions” inusl ])resumahly include the Ottawa 
agreements which render imiiossible lor coun¬ 
tries outside the Kmpirc fair trade and fair 
economic opportunity. 

Was it sensible and was it good tactics to 
sugt^est that negotiation could not lake i)lace 
until the Nazi (lOvernment had been overthrown 
by war and also to threaten oiie-sided disarma¬ 
ment of enemy nations, as in 1918? 

Apart frf)m wishful thinkiui; and a very unex¬ 
pected change in the 1'.astern war in favour ol 
Russia, is there now any reasonable chance of 
overthrfiwing the Nazi Ciovcrnmenl by direct 
military defeat? If there is not. what sense is 
there in irritating the (ierman people and con¬ 
solidating them behind Hiller by assuming such 
a defeat? 

If we desire 10 promote revolution in (lermany, 
is not the only way to try and trap the Nazi 
leatlers into some grave blunder of which the 
rejection of reasonable peace terms would be by 
far the most fatal? 

Is it not worse than foolish to try and dictate 
to the undefeated (iennans the kind of (lOvern- 
incnt they .shall have, when conditions make our 
attempts at dictation no better than mere blulT. 
'I'hc Herman jieople remember, moreover, that 
they had to submit to a one-sided disarmament 
after the last war as part of a victor’s peace 
and it did not result in justice, nor in a satis¬ 
factory I'.iiropean settlement. Is it not rather 
silly, therefore, to suggest anything hut disarnia- 
menl by all belligerents on fair and ecjiial terms. 

’S’ours Irulv. 

BEDFORD 

.Newton Stewart. August 25. 


F. W, JOWETT’S OPINION 


I*'. W. Jowell is a veleran of the PaiTiamenlary 
Socialist Movement and a man of outstanding 
integrity. lie lost his seal for I’.ast Ilradford 
in 1‘>.M. at the time of bankers' ramp election, 
when Ramsay .M.acl )onald became the leader of 
the lory Parly. Ik* had won the seat in 
P>29, after losing it at the ‘’Zinoviev Letter" 
election of 1924. Prior to that he had sal for 
West Bradford from 19()()-1918. hut lost the seal 
at the lanious Lloyd (ieorge Khaki-coupon elec¬ 
tion. It will be seen that Jowett entered Parlia- 
luenl in l90o. the very year we had left the 
.^•H.l'., and renouneed jiarlianienlarism as 
careerism and Anii-Soeialism. jowett was I'irsl 
Commis.sionor of W(irks in tlic I'irst Labour 
Government of i 9 ?. 4 , but possessed too many 
inhibitions to ailapt himsell to mere parliamen- 
tarisni. I k* is now se\ enly-seven years of age 
and still struggling to iorve the cause of 
Socialism to which he dedicated himself in his 
early years. 


Ill me hrndjoni A p.^vclt discuss 

tlu* t hnrchill-Roosevelt statement as follows ; 

” The Eight Point Charter of Churchill and Rooi 
volt l 8 so much loss promising for tho Gorman pooi 
than wore Prosidont Wilson’s Fourtoon Points tl^ 
It Is Inooncolvablo that it will have any Infiuoncc 


the Gorman people, even If It 

nf thorn frustinR such promises a soconci tim • 

-7 « the ol^th point whioh Is vital; and fatal. 
It M 18 stone dead all hope ol inobilising Gorinan 
"uWIO optnion tor aelivo opposition to Hitler and h.s 

Nazi militarist aggression. 

There can bo no doubt that with moir mii^er 

memories of the starvation and suffering 
mnn ueoulo during tho Allied blockade (continued 
long after tho war endod, with the object of enforc- 
inE^an unjust peace on a disarmed nation), Goobbcis 
chlnengo wMI bekpprovod by practically tho whole 

we'’had'%ne through a similar exporionco, and 
were threatened with disarmament to enforce dlc- 
latod peace on us, our answer would bo no loss cm- 

Therefore, I say without hesitation, that the 
much belauded Charter will carry no weight as a 
declaration of peace aims.” 


RED ARMY STATUTES 


Last October, the Red Army, which was 
forged 1)V Trotsky during the Russian Revolu¬ 
tion, was placed under disciplinary Statutes 
harsher than those operating in any army, except 
that of the Nhizis. 

The Statutes introduced on October 12, 1940, 
gave tlie commander unlimited powers :— 

” In case of insubordination, the commander has 
tho right to apply all measures of coercion up to 
and including tho application of force and firearms." 

" The commander bears no responsibility for the 
consequence in case he finds it necessary to r.pply 
force and firearms In order to compel an insubordi¬ 
nate to fulfil a command and to restore discipline 
and order. . . . The commander who does not in such 
instances evince firmness, resoluteness, and who does 
not apply all necessary measures to fulfil an order 
Is remitted to trial before the court martial." (Red 
Star, No. 242, October 15, 1940.) 

This means that, without being responsible to 
any civilian control, a superior officer has the 
right in pcm'c time to shoot clown a Red Army 
soldier for not fulfilling a command—not for 
mutiny, not for an insurrection, hut for insubor¬ 
dination ! 

.Article 7 of the .Stalules which were in force 
from 1925 to Oclober, 1940, reads: 

"The nachalniki (men in charge) have the right 
to apply armed compulsion only in a military sftua- ^**7 
tion and only in the execution of battle orders." 

V. Idrich, i)residing judge of the Moscow 
J'rame-up Trials, in an article in the Red Sfar, 
F.pecial organ of the Red Army, for October 22, 

1940, gives the following accurate descriptions 
of the effect of the new Army Stalules :— 

" The disciplinary statutes considerably extend the 
right of commanders as regards tho use of force and 
firearms." 

" Cemradaly relations between soldiers and cfficers 
arc no nio:'e. 

" The haii-fellow-v;eii-met spirit in tho relation¬ 
ships between a commander and a subordinate can 
h<nvo.no place in the Red Army. Discussion of any 
kind is absolutely prohibited among the subordi¬ 
nates.” 

l.t.-Hcmeral \’. Kurdyumov clarified tlu* 
.Statutes ill his article in Prarda for October k. . 

19-10 : I 

” Grievances may be introduced only personally ’ 
and individually. Submission of group grievances ^ 
or griovnnees for others is prohibited. No more 
group declarations, no more joint discussions— 
whether concerning an order, or bad food, or any 
other topic—all this comes under the heading of 4 

‘ insubordination ' and for It a soldier may be shot J 

on tho spot without so much as a court-martial, ] 
hearing or Investigation, if a superior officer solely 
and personally so decides. 1 

1 his is how .'^lalin has milit.ariscd the Red 
Army. \\ c* do not see any dillerence Iielweon 
Red militarism aiul .any ('ilher kiiul of milii.irisin. 
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